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Love’s Denial 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


WwW". patient, persistent, and rose - petal fingers 
He reached for my pearls till I laid them away; 
And the innocent look.on his baby face lingers — 
Puzzled, reproachful, as one who would say, 
““Why does the love that her lullaby sings 
Deny me such dear‘and desirable things ?” 


With eager hands clutching in vain at some blessing, 


And wondering gaze, I look up to the Throne; 
Whence the Father looks down with alove all- caressing, 
And dares to deny cager prayers to His own; 
Then the heart by its own foolish fancy beguiled 
Cries, ‘This is the love that You have for Your 
child!” 


I think I am like my own babe in my reaching 
For baubles. forbidden, and pleasures denied; 


_ As I wonder how God can resist my beseeching, 


Or turn from. my childish’ desires aside. 
Dear God, téach my baby and me both to trust 
A love that is tender and patient and just! 






Injuring Christ’s Body 

Any sin of mine injures every Christian on earth. 
We are often tempted to feel, of certain sins that 
seem to be entirely personal and to have no connection 
with anyone else, that none but ourselves will suffer 
if we indulge. We reason that it is no one’s business 
but our own, if we want to do it. The reasoning is 
false. If I injure my hand or my foot I am injuring 
my body. The body is a living organism; each mem- 
ber is a part of the body. This is literally true of 
Christians’ relationship to one another. It comes ow 
in Old Testament history also. All Israel took Jeri- 
cho, by God’s miracle power. Only one Israelite, 
Achan, disobeyed God’s instructions concerning the 
spoil, and kept and hid some gold and silver and a 
goodly Babylonish garment ‘from the destroyed city. 
He ktiew it was sin, but it was “nobody’s business but 
his own”; if he wanted to take -his chances, as an in- 
dividual, in thus sinning against God, why not? But 
God does hot reason that way. The record of the 
sin of Achan begins with these words: “But the chil- 
dren of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed 
thing.” It then goes on to tell us of Achan’s sin, 
and that because of this “the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against the children: of Israel.” In their next 
military expedition in Canaan, against a small city and 
a few people, the Israelites were humiliatingly Lae 
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taken of the accursed thing.”» “They,” not one man 
merely. Because~ one man: sinned, all Israel sinned, 
and God had to punish all Israel for the sin of one 
man. When that one man’s sin was fully dealt with, 
Israel was restored and had victory again. If I sin, 
in a very ‘real sense I am causing the body of Christ 
to sin, and all must suffer with me. “For as the body 
is one, and hath many members, and all the members 
of that one body, being many, are one body: so also 
is Christ. ... . And whether one member suffer, all 
the members suffer with it; or one member be hon- 
oured, all the members rejoice with it.. Now ye are 
the body of Christ, and members in particular” (1 
Cor. 12:12, 26, 27). Ts it not better to let Christ 
honor us with victory over sin, that his whole body 
may. be honored, and all Christians rejoice with us? 


=< 
Full Dominion 


How much dominion does God want his children 
to have? As much as he can give them! That is a 
great -deal. It staggers our imagination to realize 
what God offers us. He saves not only from the 
penalty of sin, but also from its power. “For sin 
shall not have dominion over you” (Rom. 6: 14). This 
is a complete and absolute declaration of God con- 
cerning every Christian. If Christians are not experi- 
encing dominion over sin, but find that sin is having 
some dominion over them, it must be because they are- 
not daring to take God at his word. There is also 
a dominion—for the sons of God that is still in the 
future. Dominion over all disease, for example, and 
dominion over the possibility of physical death, — these 
await our Lord’s return, when “the redemption . of 
our body” is brought to pass. Let us remember that 
God’s original plan for man, made in his image, was 


that he should have dominion over the entire animal 
kingdom, and over all the earth (Gen. 1:26, 28). Man 
lost this dominion by his sin. It will be restored to 
mankind when the Lord has returned to this earth and 
has set up his own kingdom. It is of wild animals that’ 
the Scriptures speak in describing that time, when 
they say, “And a little child shall lead them” (Isa. 
11:6). There is no failure of danger>of humanity, 
caused by sin, that God’s marvelous plan of redemp- 
tion does not cover. 
a 


Longing for Good News 

It is good news to hear of the safety of a loved 
one. How many are there on earth today whe are 
longing for good news of this sort that does not come? 
There was a heart-breaking picture in an Associated 
Press dispatch from Lake George, N. Y., a few weeks 
ago, when Floyd Bennett, the heroic aviator, lay crit- 
ically ill in a Quebec hospital. It is said of the mother 
of Bennett: “The aged woman was found alone in 
her little home on the outskirts of this village tonight 
by an Associated Press reporter, vainly listening on 
a small radio set for news of her son.” Many a 
Christian mother knows the meaning of this. “Where 
is my wand’ring boy tonight” is not merely the line 
of a hymn, but the heart-cry of countless thousands 
of parents. Prayers are going up to the thran: of 
God for the safety of those boys. And answers are 
coming back, in many cases, through the air by 
Heaven’s radio. Often, long before the good news 
reaches the parent in some human way, God sends 
the answer in peace of heart and joyous assurance. 
“Prayer changes things,” and God wants Christian 
parents to count on him for the eternal safety of their 
children. 


Christ and Hinduism at India’s Round Table 


HE eagerly awaited sequel to Dr. ET Stanley 

Jones’ much discussed book, “The Christ of the 

Indian Road,” appeared early this year, and 
already it is in its fifth edition. The title of the new 
book, “Christ at the Round Table,” will impress many 
reverent Christians unfavorably; it has that touch of 
familiarity with the Lord of Glory that is so charac- 
teristic of today. Multitudes who have failed to see 
the fundamentally unscriptural positions of the earlier 
book are welcoming this new volume as a confirmation 
of their trust in Dr. Jones’ interpretation of the Chris- 
tian faith. Yet on-the first page of his Introduction 
he makes an admission that is strangely out of place 
from a Christian missionary, but typical of Mod- 
ernism. Of the convictions expressed in his book, 
after saying, “I do not hold them, rather do those con- 
victions seem to hold me,” the author continues: 

“Not that they are unalterable and fixed. For if 
there has been one guiding principle which has held 
me these years, it has been this: ... no convictions 
that cannot be altered if fuller light comes.” (The 
italics are the Editor’s.) 

If after almost twenty years of giving the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in a heathen land a mission- 
ary must declare that he has “no convictions that can- 
not be altered if fuller light comes,” it is evident that 
he has sadly missed the unalterable finality of the 
Christian faith. The apostle Paul could not have writ- 
ten that. Nor could many an “old-fashioned” Christian 
missionary of the past century and of today. It is 
cause for thanksgiving that there are still many Chris- 
tian missionaries in India and other heathen lands 
whose testimony and convictions are unalterable, be- 
cause they rest in the finality of God’s Word. 

The first chapter of the new book tells how the 
evangelist was led into a new method of reaching the 


This is the first of three editorials reviewing Dr. E. 
Stanley Jones’ latest book, “Christ at the Round Table” 
(ABingdon Press, New York and Cincinnati, $1.50) and 
the author’s convictions and teachings. The second edi- 
torial will set forth the unspeakable moral and religious 
conditions in India. The third will discuss, “When Mod- 
ernism and Hinduism Join Hands.” 


heart of the educated Indian, the method of gathering 
a small group around.a table for the purpose of giving 
testimony to religious experiences, and sharing what 
they had found in their search for God. Five or six 
Christians are invited to these Round Table Confer- 
ences, and about fifteen representatives of other faiths, 
religious men who stand for the highest in their group. 
In the second chapter Dr. Jones gives about one hun- 
dred brief extracts from the actual testimonies in these 
conferences, some twenty of them from those who 
accept Christ (outside and inside the organized 
church), and about eighty from unbelievers. The 
remaining fifteen chapters of the book comprise the 
author’s comments on what has been found at the 
Round Table, supplemented by his wider experience 
and knowledge, with the central thought of showing 
the supremacy of Christ. The Indian reader may 
test out from every angle the teachings of his various 
sacred books and his philosophical leaders, and com- 
pare them with what Christ offers. The Christian may 
learn in striking ways what the Indian faiths really 
teach, and at the same time he will be confronted by 
a new approach to Christian missions and to the in- 
terpretation of his Christian faith and its foundations. 

The winsomeness and attractiveness of Dr. Jones 
personally, and certain strong and true observations on 
present-day life and religion, are even more evident 
in this work than in “The Christ of the Indian Road.” 
He bares his own heart experiences in a convincing 
and compelling way,—his experience of trying to be 
saved, then his experience of real salvation, of the 
complete surrender ofhis life, of his call to the min- 
istry and the mission field, and his experience as a 
Christian worker weary and impatient over the meager 
results of his hard labor to win souls, when the Lord 
came and spoke the word that took all strain from the 
service, and revealed the secret of the divine life and 
power flowing through the open channel as the vine 
supplies the branch. The chapter on conversion, en- 
forced by this personal testimony, is a tremendous 
plea for reality and for the supernatural; yet here as 
in all parts of the work there is an absence of any 
definite handling of what Scripture teaching lies back 
of the miracle of conversion, of the relation of the 
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death of Christ for sin to this true experience of the 
new birth. 

In a chapter on “collective redemption,” the applica- 
tion of the Gospel to society as a whole, Dr. Jones 
states clearly the great need of the kingdom of God 
to supplant the present order, but confesses that he 
does not know how the kingdom will come: “It 
may be through the steady conquest of the mind of 
this age by the mind of Christ; it may be apocalyptic; 
it may be... through a combination of both.” Here 
we meet another characteristic of his treatment of life 
and its problems, the complete absence of any recogni- 
tion of the prophetic Scriptures, although the problems 
dealt with are just those that the prophetic Scriptures 
are concerned with. 

In referring briefly to the question of an infallible 
Bible Dr. Jones uses the argument of the Unitarian 
and Modernist regarding verbal infallibility, the fact 
that we have twelve hundred manuscripts with no two 
verbally alike, “and differing translations add to the 
insecurity.” How unfortunate. that those who thus 
use the weapons of the enemies of God’s Word do not 
place with such statements the marvelous fact, attested 
by the greatest textual scholars, that a comparison of 
the twelve hundred or seventeen hundred manuscripts 
gives us certainty that we have the very words of 
the original with only a margin of uncertainty (af- 
fecting the meaning) that could be printed on one page 
of a small Testament; and that not a single one even 
of these uncertainties affects one important teaching 
of Scripture. It is the certainty, and certainty based 
on words, that is the amazing fact, not the uncertainty. 

Does this book confirm or change the viewpoint of 
“The Christ of the Indian Road,” and does it present 
a new interpretation of the Christian faith, different 
from what the Church has held ffom the days of the 
apostles? If it does, then all will agree that this is 
the important question about the book to be considered. 

In his two books Dr. Jones has given us the latest 
and perhaps most powerful expression of the move- 
ment to get “back to Christ,” to strip Christianity 
of what are considered the non-essentials. Is this 
movement of God, or is it “another gospel”? There 
can be no compromise on such a question. It should 
not be obscured by a personal standing for or against 
Dr. Jones. All Christians should love him as a 
brother in the Lord, and rejoice in all that Christ has 
been to him and through him to others. But we must 
remember that a Christian brother can be deceived 
— the truth of God, especially when he becomes a 
teacher. 


Any Light in Eighty Heathen Testimonies? 


We face three great facts about India and Christ 
and this book of Dr. Jones. The first is this: Dr. 
Jones’ Round Table in India has revealed the utter 
and complete bankruptcy and spiritual emptiness of 
every so-called faith of religious India. This is not 
an observation of a critic of his book. .It is the tes- 
timony of the book itself, the testimony first of the 
actual words of the Indian witnesses and then of the 
acknowledgment of Dr. Jones himself. There is not 
a single ray of spiritual light in any one of the eighty 
some testimonies of the Réathen except as a gleam 
has crept in through some contact with the teaching 
of the Word of God. The purpose of the testimony 
is to tell what they have found. Dr. Jones says that 
not a single one of thenr has “found.” Their testi- 
monies confirm this. Let us look at the printed testi- 
monies, remembering as we do so the words of the 
author: “Here before us sit members of the most 
religiously inclined race of the world, men who belong 
to a_people who have persistently searched for God 
and Reality as no other people on earth have searched.” 
And these are the finest representatives of the religious 
men of that race to whom we are listening. 

First we hear from the followers of the Vedanta, 
“the most far-reaching of the philosophical systems of 
India.” We are prepared for what the testimony 
will be when Dr. Jones in his lucid way sums up their 
philosophy .as the teaching of a supreme being, Brahma, 
as impersonal; the world is Illusion, and salvation is 
to throw off the Illusion and be lost in Brahma the 
impersonal. Could darkness go farther? “I have not 
found God,” is the refrain running through the testi- 
monies, and the ultimate goal of these scholars and 
teachers and chief justices is to merge into the Uni- 
versal Soul; they are ready to receive all religions; 
or they are in revolt against all religions, and seek 
God within themselves; one learned in the Hindu 
sacred books believes he will obtain deliverance by the 
elimination of the senses till they are at a minimum, 
but this salvation will take ages to accomplish; an- 
other learned in Sanskrit lore says that one has to give 
up all worldly pursuits to realize God, and evidently 
he himself has not done that, so he believes in the way 
of Vedanta and lives the way of the world. 

Other groups that testify are those who believe in 
the personal gods, those that follow “the way of 
works,” those who are skeptical, and those influenced 
by Christian teaching. One who had a wonderful 
vision and religious experience has the same love for 
men, animals, and plants, cannot put his mind to work 
or remember anything he reads, and all religions and 
saviors are alike to him. A nationalist lawyer thought 
he was religious .yntil. the .day .befere the Round T 
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Conference, when the whole of his religious life was 
overturned by a rat falling into a tub. He wanted his 
house sanitary and turned two dogs on the rat, for 
which he was rebuked by a Hindu friend. A Hindu 
devotee has chosen religion and faith, and the reality 
of it was attested when his son died and he did not 
feel the least sorrow for him. Another thinks of god 
all day long, and “does not care for money .or’.his 
family or the fleeting world.” The Golden Rule was 
quoted by several as expressing their religion,~and 
this appears to be the one ray of light, or rather it 
would be if they were not expressing an ideal which 
was as far as anything could possibly be from their 
own life and practice. 

What shall we say of these testimonies? If we 
were dealing personally with these individuals we 
should deal gently and lovingly even.as Dr. -Jones 
does, and speak a positive message rather than show 
the weakness or the absurdity of their religious philos- 
ophy. But if we are to estimate the claims made for 
spiritual India, shall we not frankly recognize that 
these religious expressions of the intellectual giants 
of India.are the prattlings of children, sometimes ap- 
proach.ng the drivelings of imbeciles, or at their best 
the philosophical reasonings of men without God and 
without hope in the world? 


Dr. Jones’ Deep Disappointment | 


Is this what Dr. Jones expected to find at the Round 
Table? Had he krown more clearly the meaning of 
God’s revelation, and the ‘meaning of sin, he would 
have expected to hear from the lips of these darkened 
human beings just what he tells us he did hear. But 
in his usual frank and open way he confesses his keen 
disappointment, in these wistful words: “I cannot 
help confessing to a deep disappointment in regard to 
what the non-Christians seemed to be finding as an 
out-turn of their faith. I had thought the results 
would be greater. All those thoughtful and sym- 
pathetic Christians who listened day after day shared 
that disappointment.” 

Dr. Jones has searched as perhaps no other man 
has done for a single human being in India who has 
found God in any measure through any teaching or 
practice, apart from Christ, and he tells us that there 
is not ohne. Moreover he gives us the testimony of 
the highest products of India’s spiritual life, includ- 
ing Gandhi, and they confess that they are seeking 
and have not found, and that they know not a single 
one who had. These men do not mean they have not 
found what Christ or the Bible offers; they mean they 
have not found what they say their own religion offers. 

But Dr. Jones has not limited his searching to liv- 
ing witnesses. He has listened to the claims of all 
past history to discover one who has found. Three 
are spoken of everywhere as having found, —truly 
holy men. One of these offered flowers to himself 
as to God. A second thought the moon was his spirit- 
lover, Krishna, and he rushed into the sea and drowned 
himself. The third is a joyous character who preached 
in America and other parts of the world, and seemed 
to have found light in the Vedanta. But Dr. Jones 
finds that this young man was saturated with Chris- 
tian ideas he received at a mission school, and his 
Vedanta was not Vedanta. When the scholars pointed 
this out to him he accepted their challenge, began to 
study Sanskrit and to learn the real Vedanta: “The 
result of this study, as his biographer and disciple, 
Puran Singh, makes perfectly clear, was to plunge 
Swami Rama into a sea of doubt, destroy his blithe 
spirit, and change him into a moody and pessimistic 
philosopher.” And these are the three, Dr. Jones 
tells us, always pointed out as finders. 


Can Darkness Produce Light? 


“In our Round Table Conferences we have anxiously 
listened for this note of finding on the part of non- 
Christians, for would we not be happy if men were 
finding God? But while theré was sensitiveness to 
the spiritual and a wistfulness of search, yet the note 
of finding seemed to be absent.” But should we in- 
deed be happy to learn that men are finding God in 
the way that God says they cannot find him? Man 
by his wisdom knows not God. Would we be happy if 
darkness were producing light? 

Why did Dr. Jones expect to find the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness from a teaching that he sums 
up in this deadly sentence: “Of course the highest 
man must be like Brahma; so the highest product of 
Hindu philosophy is the non-serving man, the man 
who sits in the jungle, apart from life, with attention 
concentrated. between his eyebrows dreaming himself 
into the Impersonal Brahma.” That this is not a 
fanciful picture is shown in another terrible passage 
in which Dr. Jones tells the experience of a Chris- 
tian woman in the awful scourge of 1918 when India’s 
holy men had their supreme opportunity of a great 
service. She asked two powerful ascetics sitting sing- 
ing their hymns to help carry to the hospital a pitiful 
derelict rotting in his own filth. She herself tells 
the result: “Never will she forget the astonishment 
and blazing anger with which they enunciated the 
foundation truth of the Way of Asceticism, that Road 
to which the Path of Works and the Path of Devotion 
ultimately led. ‘We!’ they cried. ‘We are holy men; 


“que never-do anything for anyone else.” 
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The deepest disappointment to Dr. Jones must have 
been Gandhi. This book records a Round Table with 
just Gandhi and Stanley Jones as the group sharing 
what they had found. The missionary preached Christ 
to. his friend. Gandhi chose Rama and the Gita rather 
than Christ. The tevel of spiritual truth in the Gita 
may be suggested by one quotation that Dr. Jones 
gives ‘from the pen of Gandhi. himself: “For wus 
Hindus the Gita enjoins on us: the lessons of human 
equality. We are to cherish the same feelings toward 
a-learned Brahman as toward an outcaste, a dog, a 
cow, and an elephant.” Dr. Jones points out that 
Gandhi changed the original quotation, probably be- 
cause he was ashamed of it; this is the original: “The 
wise man looks with equal eye on a learned Brahman, 
a cow, an elephant, and even a dog, and an outcaste.” 
The animals come in order before the outcaste man, 
who is coupled with the dog. “His message is con- 
fused,” Dr. Jones says of his Hindu hero Gandhi, 
“and sometimes I wonder if he isn’t a dwindling moral 
figure — great still, but dwindling.” The greatest 
moral heights that Gandhi reached were in the pages 
of “The Christ of the Indian Road.” “He came near be- 
ing the outstanding prophet of this age [italics are added 
to the words of Dr. Jones to arrest our thought] — 
he is now settling down to being a good man, a great 
servant of the people . . .” Gandhi himself is quoted 
as saying that a man finding God is like the man sit- 
ting by the ocean taking away a drop of water on a 
straw and thus drop by drop emptying the ocean. 
This is their highest one speaking, the man who sees 
as few Indians do the fearful moral and intellectual 
degradation of his country. Little wonder that Dr. 
Jones refers to the Hindu spirituality as “spiritual 
fumbling.” 

(To be continued) 
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Why Did God Spare Nineveh’s Babies ? 


I believe and preach “infant salvation,” but there 
is one verse which always perplexes me, namely, 
Jonah 4:11. Why should God desire to spare 
Nineveh for the sake of the babes therein, if its de- 
struction would have meant their eternal vation, 
and its sparing perhaps prove their eternal death? — 
A Kansas reader. ‘ 


The closing verse of the book of Jonah, about 
which this inquiry is made, is this word from God 
to the rebellious prophet: “And should not I spare 
Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than six- 
score thousand persons that cannot discern between 
their right hand and their left hand; and also much 
cattle?” (Jonah 4:11.) This is taken to mean that 
there were in the great city 120,000 babes, in addi- 
tion to the enormous adult population. And God 
spared the whole city, children and grown folks, “and 
also much cattle.” 

Perhaps this Kansas reader does not realize where 
his question would lead him. If indeed it would have 
been better for God to have destroyed Nineveh, thereby 
guaranteeing the eternal salvation of its 120,000 babes, 
then would it not be better for God to take the life 
of all infants now, and thus do away with the possi- 
bility of any of the newly born generation throughout 
the world ever growing up and rejecting Christ? But 
if that would be the best thing today, then it would 
have been the best thing long before today. 

In other words, the question leads us straight to 
the mystery of why God should ever have permitted 
any human souls to come into existence, or, having 
been born, to grow up, if he knew they would be lost. 
And that mystery we must leave with God. Not only 
is his wisdom infinite, but his love also ,is infinite. He 
makes no mistakes. If we knew what he knows, and 
if our love were his leve,—so great that “he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life,” — 
we should do just as God has done. 

There is another point that perhaps the Kansas 
reader has overlooked. Those 120,000 babes were 
to grow up in a city that had just had one of the most 
amazing religious revivals the world has ever known. 
At the preaching of Jonah the King of Nineveh had 
repented in confession and humiliation, had turned to 
God, and had issued a royal ediet calling upon the 
entire city to do as he had done. The record tells us: 
“So the people of Nineveh believed God ... from 
the greatest of them even to the least of them.” We 
are told that “God saw their works, that they turned 
from their evil way.” Can we have any doubt as to 
what followed?) God must have opened the windows 
of Heaven, and poured them out a blessing that there 
was not room enough to receive (Mal. 3:10). The 
children of Nineveh grew up in a day of marvelous 
privilege. There is little doubt that we shall meet 
many of them in Heaven, and talk over with them and 
with their parents their thrilling memories of the day 
when God asked of Jonah the merciful: question, “And 
should: not I-spare Nineveh, that great city?” 
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A War Front Across Two Continents 
By Charles H. Coates 





Chinese flies caught in the Soviet spider web 
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eight and thirty-nine is moving today to its 

exact and astonishing fulfillment, with reactions 
of political earthquake and subterranean rumble in the 
social consciousness of universal man,—a fulfillment 
whose real dimensions, now emerging from the mist 
of Russian purposes, surpass and surprise the expecta- 
tions of even long-watchful students of the prophetic 
Word. Modern Russia, outlawed misanthrope in the 


Os the great’ vision of Ezekiel thirty- 


‘ community’ of nations, sits on the-inside of a vast 


arc of power reaching right across Europe and Asia, 
from the Baltic to the Bering Seas, “the uttermost 
parts of the north”s and on that sector of vantage is 
“thinking her evil thought,” scouting, thrusting, whis- 
pering, and threatening throughout the hapless belt 
of buffer States across which she must advance. Her 
definite military*pacts with Turkey‘and Persia threaten 
the Holy Land. On the flanks, the browbeating of 
Poland and Roumania, the alternation of flattery a» 


’ threat in Afghanistan, the forced levies in Turkestan 


and Mongolia, and the sardonical entente with China, 
all attest the same dread purpose. Already an Afghan 
air-force is in being, officered and piloted by Rus- 
sians, based on Cabul, and so within striking distance 
of Peshawar, the gate of India. The linking of the 
Cabul base with Moscow by six new air-stations, via 
Tiflis and Bokhara, was completed in September last, 
and many thousands of young Turkomen have been 
impressed into service, some for the Red Army, some 
for constructional labor on the strategic railroad now 
being pushed on toward the Afghan frontier. Teheran 
has become a depot for an enormous Communist propa- 
ganda arm. A radio station has been erected at Vlad- 
ivostok, in despite of the protests of the Japanese 
government, for throwing Soviet teaching, in vernac- 
ular Japanese, into the intimate home-life of the 
Island Empire of the East; and the encircling move- 
ment against India is to be completed, if possible, by 
the Bolshevization of China, to which country we now 
invite the reader’s special. attention. 


China Prepared for Russian Exploitation 


In The Communist International, February, 1925; 
Zinovieff himself stated: “The fate of the world 
will finally. be settled in the East, with its hundreds 
of millions of people, the majority of mankind, who 
are mercilessly oppressed by a brutal imperialism. . . 
The U.S.S.R. is beginning to establish vital relations 
with the armies of the Near and the Far East.” 
Russia was peculiarly fitted to win by clever and un- 
scrupulous policy the hegemony of the Orient. Mus- 
covite coolness toward the West is traditional, even 
Peter the Great having expressed it in his desire to 
maintain merely “a window on Europe.” All histori- 
cal attempts to convert the window into a door haye 
failed. Napoleon forced his way through the window, 
only to be snowed under; the British reached the win- 
dow sill at Murmansk, and had.to retire; the Russians 
themselves tried at Tannenberg, and were annihilated 
in the marshes. But.on the eastern frontiers of Russia, 
her affinity with Asia has always. been expressed in 
an open door. The hordes of Asia were often not 
only on the doorstep, but.even upon the hearth. A 
Mongol Tartar dynasty once ruled Russia for nearly 
three centuries. _Both spiritually and physically the 
Russian is more than half an Asiatic. 

China, moreover, seemed prepared by circumstances 
for Russian exploitation. Those very qualities and 
shortcomings in Chinese character which made us dis- 
miss the Yellow Peril, if under Chinese leadership, 
as an idle dream, peculiarly prepared China to fall 
victim to clever and unscrupulous exploitation from 
without, and to become, under envenomed Russian 
leadership, a real menace to mankind.. When well-led 
and equipped by rare leaders like Chao Ri-feng, or 
a foreign chief like Gordon, Chinese troops have often 
proved their courage and reliability. Russian leader- 
ship could supply the lack of generalship; and China 
possesses fifty million able-bodied of military 
age, sufficient to put man for man against the combined 
armies of Europe and America. *Even the corruption 
and venality which haunt all -Chinese life, and pre- 
cluded the making of an effective modern army, or 
an efficient and truly democratic government, exposed 
her generals and politicians to wholesale purchase, and 
her most vital interests to barter and betrayal. Then 
the strength and cliquishness of the universal trade- 
guild system in China, extending even to beggars and 
thieves, made economic penetration by the Soviet sys- 
tem especially easy. The corrupt native police adminis- 
tration was only one removed from the cheka system 
itself, and so favored its introduction. Under bold 
and forceful support, the Chinese genius for well-re- 
munerated intrigue would provide willing native agents 
and commissars, more efficient for the peculiar: local 


Ten Chinese Communists, hired assassins, leaped 
upon Eugene Pick, a Red Army intelligence 
officer suspected of disloyalty. Pick escaped, 
almost miraculously. To avenge himself he dis- 
closed the amazing Soviet organization in China. 
In this second article of the series on ‘‘ The Com- 
munists Mobilizing Asia Against Christ” Mr. 
Coates gives a review of Pick’s disclosures, and 
explains the political and geographic factors that 
led up to the present situation in China. 








tasks of subversion than the Russians themselves. China’s 
tragic divisions and her endless civil wars favored bold 
penetration. Throughout the country a brutal, covet- 
ous, and licentious soldiery were wreaking enormities 
such as no other troops in the world would inflict 
upon their own people, and the reactions of popular 
despair would preclude any concerted resistance to a 
foreign physician of plausible repute. Then should 
any flaw develop in the plan, the ever-ready liquid 
cement of the propaganda arm, operating among a 
people so ignorant, would helpfully cover all miscal- 
culations and deficiencies. 

A dominant and vital fact in the Russia plan was 
China’s immense wealth and incredible economic steadi- 
ness under the incubus of her civil wars. Whatever 
of disaster, war, or flood happens in their immediate 
environments, the toiling millions of China, like the 
myriad denizens’ of a stirred and broken ant-heap, 
carry on with loyal and patient courage for home and 
kindred with the immediate tasks of salvage and 
fresh production. The Foreign Customs returns for 
last year exceeded all records, despite the fact that 
the civil wars had risen to crescendo, and most parts 
of the country had become a vast sea of pure pain. 
The very exactions of the armies, the brigands, and 
the provincial dictators kept wealth in circulation, and 
the wheels of commerce in motion. The floating 
wealth was enormous, and the cheka method, the Holy 
Inquisition of Communism, would tap it. Scarcely 
less important was the undeveloped natural wealth 
which a Russian hegemony, once established, would 
place by degrees at Moscow’s disposal. The super- 
fluity of the Orient would rehabilitate the beggared 
Communism of the northern ally, and finance her as- 
saultyupon mankind. 

- Such; was, and is, the principle, the Russian. plan, 
a menacing combination of European resourcefulness 
and foresight with Asiatic cunning and unscrupulous- 
ness. Its partial success and momentary set-backs last 
year, and its present recommencement under a more 
experienced chief than Borodin, constitute a classic 
effort at the subversive, subterranean conquest of-a 
nation more than twice as numerous as all the Anglo- 
Saxon races put together, and the ruthless harnessing 
of its resources of wealth and man-power. Let us 
examine in more detail the sinister personalities and 
methods of work employed in the dark precincts of 
“Borodin’s Hive.” 


Moscow’s Plans for China’s Leaders 


The revelations of Eugene Pick, quondam aide to 
General Galen, the “adviser” to the Southern (Can- 
tonese) army, and military coadjutor to Borodin, have 
amazed many who thought they knew China well 
enough to discredit the possibility of any foreign sin- 
gle-power control there ever becoming effective. This 
skepticism was quite logicaily based upon the persis- 
tent fact of Chinese jealousy of foreign control, and 
the opposition of the Great Powers to any foreign 
exploitation. But Russia succeeded in boring in 
behind that situation by a secret and underground pene- 
tration which suborned or cowed the hostility of Chi- 
nese Nationalism into a hearty acquiescence by meth- 
ods now to be described, while disarming foreign 
ultimatums by masking the whole program under the 
labels and war-cries of homemade Nationalism, and 
by boldly disavowing her agents wherever the veneer 
rubbed off. The reliability of Eugene Pick’s narra- 
tive has been rigorously tested at every possible point 
and found invulnerable. It explains many turns in the 
situation hitherto inexplicable, in the crisis which ac- 
companied the missionary evacuation. This man had 
been marked down for assassination during Borodin’s 
last phase of angry recrimination upon his own staff 
at the collapse of his plans; but he escaped to Shang- 
hai, and avenged the wounds sustained in the attempt 
on his life by disclosing the whole dark and mighty 
intrigue, in sixteen thrilling articles written for the 
foreign press of that port. Of the full trend of the 
ow gga thus disclosed, it is only now possible to 
judge. 

Moscow hada plan for each group of China’s: natu- 
ral leaders —the universities, the military dictators, 


the politicians, and the press. Sun Yat-sen was to 
be heralded: as the Washington of China, and had 
already fallen under the personal spell of Borodin. 
Thus the natural sympathies of America were to be 
won with a phrase. Even Sun’s death was utilized 
to apotheosize his -doctrines, and his Red soul went 
marching on. On his deathbed he had, or was claimed 
to have, blessed Moscow with his dying breath as 
a liberator of nations. The mood was seized by the 
ignorant and heady students; the military men were 
subsidized, or supported with arms and. propaganda; 
the political party-machines and the press were bought. 
Thus was the foundation laid for an immense super- 
structure of practical measures. 

Eight years ago, Borodin was studying law in Chi- 
cago, and employing his leisure to teach Communism 
and prepare compatriots for places of authority and 
organization in revolutionary Russia. Pining for more 
adventurous service to the cause, he was sent to Mex- 
ico, Britain, Scandinavia, and Hungary in succession, 
but ultimately found his sphere in China. Even the 
Chinese took no interest in him, until. Sun Yat-sen 
learned that Borodin would bring with him military 
instructors, arms, arsenal plant, and above all, money. 
Borodin’s personality and undoubted gifts of organ- 
ization did the rest. He arrived in Canton five years 
ago, and suecceded in creating an immense penetrative 
organization extending all over China, and subject to 
his supreme control, with unlimited support from Mos- 
cow in agents and money. His authority covered all 
Soviet activities in China, civil and military; the 
various Soviet consulates were placed at his service, 
and worked to his instructions. Even the Soviet 
Minister submitted all major. diplomacy, to him. 
Within the last two years of his work, over three 
hundred Russian officers passed under his control, and 
were seconded by him to the headquarters staffs and 
field units of the various Chinese armies, sometimes 
ostensibly as technical instructors, sometimes as ad- 
visers on policy and field strategy, but always as serv- 
ing the interests, openly or secretly, of. Russian mili- 
tary intelligence and the cheka secret police system, 
the Chinese replica of which will be described in a 
moment. Even the “White” army of Chang Tso-lin, 
the Manchurian dictator, shared in these attentions, 
ostensibly “White” officers serving as spies. 


The Dread Cheka 


When the early operations of the cheka appeared 

in Canton, Chiang Kai-shek, the Southern General, 
sensing their menace to his own power, ordered the 
suppression of this secret arm. But Borodin seized 
a fresh opportunity, upon his arrival in Wuhan, the 
commercial capital of mid-China, with the western 
wing of the Southern army, in the fall of 1926, to 
use that center as a base for the erection of the 
whole Soviet machine. The phrase-maker, Eugene 
Chen, and the idealist, Madame Sun Yat-sen, provided 
the nominal headship of the Wuhan shadow govern- 
ment behind which, as a screen, Borodin built his Red 
hive. Ground had already been intensively prepared 
in all the neighboring provinces by the inevitable 
propaganda ‘arm, the fruits of which appeared in the 
fierce struggle of the Hunanese peasantry against 
General Ho in Changsha during that winter. 
- The cheka system itself, as acclimatized in China, 
covered four main activities, arranged in departments 
with Russian chiefs and a Chinese staff, copied from 
the original system _in Russia. 

There were, firstly, the “O. O.” military “cells,” 
nests of Chinese Communist officers and other ranks, 
being sympathizers secured in each army unit, who 
contrived to watch all ranks, reporting the earliest 
signs of indiscipline or restiveness among the troops, 
and keeping tally of the opinions and loyalty of gen- 
erals and officers, secretly opening all correspondence, 
spies even spying on spies. The head of this military 
espionage arm was the Russian, General Galen, tech- 
nical “adviser” to the Southern army at Wuhan. His 
actual grip on the Chinese command was illustrated 
by his threat to burn Hankow, had Feng Yu-hsiang 
forced his retirement in May. 

Secondly, there were the industrial “cells,” nests of 
agitators and spies in factories and trade guilds, 
working thé labor unions into Red affiliations, indi- 
viduals watching every worker, present at every group 
discussion. 

Thirdly, there was organized in every town a plain- 
clothes fighting militia of native Communist zealots 
—selected Chinese students and workmen who were 
sufficiently imbued with Red ideals to believe them- 
selves Communists, and to fight for that cause with 
something of the spirit and devotion of political con- 
viction. These men, having been well-trained in the 
use~of light ‘arms, were given bombs, rifles, and evén 
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machine guns, to secrete in their homes, but upon 
any crisis arising threatening the Red régime, they 
would assemble upon a preconcerted signal, and fight. 
Their spirit and organization appeared in the fierce 
resistance offered to General Pei Chung-hsi when he 
took the native city of Shanghai last March, and 
again at Hankow and Canton in the fall of the year. 
Fourthly, there was the executive cheka itself, served 
by all the other departments—the Communist In- 
quisition, aiming at government by a dark, silent, in- 
visible terrorism, with its unrecognized spies thus 
spread in every factory, club, school, and regiment, 
imposing its will on the community through the psy- 
chology of mutual suspicion of friends, unaccountable 
disappearances, and unexplained arrests. Many wealthy 
Chinese, as well as some foreigners, disappeared dur- 
ing the few weeks that this system operated in Wuhan 
before Borodin’s flight. It covered Hupeh, Hunan, 
and Kiangsi provinces for many weeks, The im- 
mense spiritual pressure of the whole dark system 
upon its chief, and the sudden arrival of pessimistic 
advice by radio from Vladivostok in May, caused 
Borodin a nervous breakdown. Nothing in the sur- 
rounding situation need have given him unusual alarm. 
But he fled homeward, leaving the puppet government 
of Eugene Chen in Wuhan to fizzle gradually out. 
But the vast field-staff organized by Borodin re- 
ceived orders from Moscow to remain at their posts 
wherever possible, and to carry on while awaiting in- 
structions. The subterranean effort continued there- 
fore through the summer in a galvanic and fugitive 
activity, snowed under for the moment by threats of 
extermination from an insincere and obviously “pink” 
government at Nanking, but ready to function again 
. In response to the fresh efforts known to be maturing. 
Gregorieff, the arch-spy, well known to the British 
Military Intelligence in India for his suppression of 
the Nationalist movement in Turkestan, has been trans- 
ferred to Canton, to organize there the short-lived 
coup in November. His late chief, Raskelnikoff, so 
successful in Afghanistan, has also been transferred to 
China (where his brother is “adviser” to the Chinese 
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navy), under the inevitable alias, to gather up and 
revitalize the Hive, in collusion with a newly pro- 
moted group of the Chinese Communist Party. 
Twenty wealthy Chinese were recently abducted 
for ransom within forty-eight hours in Shanghai aldne, 
in the International 
agents of a Red cheka organization, ‘in hiddeh but 
flourishing activity under a British administration 
which is largely helpless, in spite of generous military 
support. This is evidence of the new Hive’s sinister 
efficiency, and of its determination to secure the wealth 
of the East for the war-coffers of Moscow. The 
Labor Unions, more secret and more ruthless than be- 
fore, demand the organization of a special corps of 
Chinese assassins for the murder of all reactionaries. 
In the now famous Document No. 32, seized by 
Chang Tso-lin from the Soviet Legation in Peking, 
Moscow directs the Soviet Intelligence Department in 
China to secure all possible information concerning 
the armed forces and economic resources of China, as 
providing possible active assistance for the U.S.S.R. 
in its “war against aggression” by Japan, England, 
America, and others. The psychology of such war 


‘fear is well known: it is that of the Iron Chancellor’s 


Ems tefegram. 

The significance of the double coup d’état in Can- 
ton last autumn should not be misunderstood. At the 
very moment when Nationalist troops and the mob 
were suppressing the upstart Communist government 
in. Canton City, and massacring its adherents, Com- 
munist mobs were massacring all anti-Communists 
throughout the rest of the province. Unlike the purely 
native civil wars, which only involved the buccaneer 
troops, the immense propaganda with which the na- 
tion has been steeped divides into hostile activities the 
people themselves. For the moment Stalin’s nerve, 
like Borodin’s, has quailed before the titanic specters 
raised by Russian policy in the East. But his col- 
leagues in the Komintern do not share his doubt of 
ultimate success. The credits are diminished; but the 
Hive carries on. 


(To be concluded in next week’s issue) 


Settlement itself, by Chinese ‘: 
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Where Was the Place of the Skull? 
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Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle, Archeological Editor of the Times, considers this article the most reasonable discussion 


the question tha yet seen. 


Readers who have become interested, through the Times advertising 


t 
columns, in the trips to the Holy Land arranged by the Travel Institute of Bible Research, will be glad to note 
that Mr. Cuff is the Director of the Travel Institute. : " ; 


the atonement is the keystone of his faith. Around 

it revolves all of his belief and hope—his Lord, 
after an intense ministry of love and good will, is 
taken out beyond the city walls and there, at the Place 
of the Skull, is nailed to a cross, arfd dies, in order 
that he, the faithful follower and believer, may have 
everlasting life; thus fulfilling the Old Testament law 
that death, and only death, even if it be but that of a 
dove, can cleanse sin. 

Much has been said, especially of late, about this 
doctrine. There are those among us who fail to see, 
upon the cross, the Christ of the Beatitudes. To them, 
the thought is abhorrent that we have eternal life and 
freedom through the death of God upon a cross. But 
yet the fact remains that Christ was crucified; and 
although the writer of the Gospel of John is the only 
one of the evangelists to give us, in detail, the reasons 
for the crucifixion, there was no doubt in the mind 
of the early Christian Church as to its true significance. 
The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews repeatedly 
tells us that no longer through the numerous shed- 
dings of the blood of goats and the blood of lambs 
are our many sins forgiven, but once for all through 
the blood of Christ are they washed entirely away, 
and that now, in this, the new dispensation, we are 
called upon to follow in his steps. 

Atonement, through the offering of a blood sacrifice, 
was one of those inexplicable demands made upon 
man, that man was bound to comply with without 
questioning. God required it of him from the time of 
Cain and Abel to the time of our Lord. It began, in 
a world practically uninhabited, with the crude and 
simple slaughter of a kid Br a pile of. unhewn stones, 
and it ended in a world full of religious corruption, 
with the barbaric slaughter of the very only begotten 
Son of God. But as far as we have gone, there seems 
to be a great gap in the explanation of the atonement, 
and that gap lies in the place of crucifixion. 3 

Where is Golgotha? Does it not seem out of keep- 
ing with the precise plans for the coming of Christ, 
and the providential sanctions that attended his earthly 
life, that the site of this, the most important — the 
climactic event — of his life should have occurred just 
anywhere? That Christ should have been crucified 
upon the first hill or vacant spot that the procession 
passed? 

Plato’s definition of Philosophy is the search for 
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truth with one or two illuminating convictions. Let 
us therefore proceed to search for truth with these 
two convictions, firstly that our Lord was not cruci- 
fied just anywhere, and secondly that there must be 
some physical link between the site of the crucifixion 
and the Hebrew sacrifices. 

In the Epistle to the Hebrews (13:12) and in the 
Gospels by Matthew (28:11) and John (19: 20), we 
find that the crucifixion took place outside the city 
wall; in the Gospel of Matthew (27:39) and that of 
Mark (15:21), that the place was on some main high- 
way, for Simon was met coming from the country 
and was compelled to turn back to carry the cross; in 
the Gospel of Luke (23:49) and the Gospel of Mark 
(15:40), that it wee a spot visible from afar; and 
in the Gospel of John (19:17), that_it was “nigh to 
the city” or “nigh at hand.” All four evangelists call 
it “The Place of the Skull.” Thus our search must 
lead us outside the city—to a place seen from afar, 
bordering on some highway, and in some manner jus- 
tity the fact of its being called “The Place of the 
Skull.” 

Our first problem, that of knowing exactly the 
boundary of the northern city walls, is‘'the most diffi- 
cult one since there are three northern walls, and 
it is impossible positively to determine just which one 
was the wall of Christ’s time, although from the most 
recent discoveries the strongest tendencies are in favor 
of the one farthest north (E. Robinson; -also “General 
Diggings,” 1926). The question of the walls is much 
debated. It is regarded by some as the all important 
factor in proving, or disproving, the site of “Golgotha.” 
Were it possible positively to determine which of the 
three walls is the wall of Agrippa, this of course 
would be the case, but since: from neither historical 
record nor archeological research can this be done, the 
argument of the wall is practically worthless. A kin- 
dred argument, however, is of much value. All arche- 
ologists agree, from the number of beautiful floors 
and cisterns discovered to the north of the city, and 
from definite historical references to this effect 
(George Adam Smith, “Jerusalem,” Vol. 1, p. 246; 
also De Bello) —that even if no wall did enclose this 
site, the district was undoubtedly well populated by 
the wealthy of the city;.and Christ was certainly not 
crucified in Pilate’s or Herod’s yard. 

We next must find “The Place of the Skull.” In 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre there is a site 
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pointed out as the site of Calvary.- An old tradition 
states that this site was actually the tomb of Adam 
and was called “The Place of the Skull” of Adam. 
To. this certainly strange tradition, there has been 
added, in modern times, by Greek Orthodox priests 
who ‘have charge of the place, the story that the ‘blood 
of Christ flowed down from his side through the rend 
in the rock (Matt. 27:51) into the tomb of Adam, 
thus raising Adam from the dead, and that Adam was 
among those dead raised, spoken of by the apostle 
Matthew (Matt. 27:51). In recent times, however, 
there does not appear to be much’ to substantiate this 
site or any of the traditions, old as they may appear 
to be or reliable as appear the sources from which 
they come. The belief that the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre is the site of Calvary and the site of the 
sepulchre of our Lord is no longer held by serious 
Protestant students of archeology. It is perfectly 
apparent why all other Christian creeds should attempt 
to defend it, for it is one of the greatest sources of 
income for all those possessing chapels or properties 
therein. 

The site generally accepted by Protestants as the 
site of Calvary is a small hill just north of the city 
wall, known as Gordon’s Calvary. It is of this hill, 
the “green hill far away,” that we so often sing, and 
yet to all appearances, from recent findings about the 
hill, it was in the days of our Lord’s crucifixion the 
garden of some wealthy politician, priest, or merchant, 
for it is well inside the third wall, generally accepted 
as Agrippa’s wall, built in A. D.-33 to protect the sub- 
urbs from invasion. Several archeologists, in whose 
ranks are the late Colonel Conder, and the late Selah 
Merrill, while visiting Jerusalem some time ago 
thought that this was the Place of the Skull. Colonel 
Conder believed it to be the place of execution, and 
also believed the place of execution to be the site of 
the crucifixion. The others, for no other reason than 
that they thought it resembled a skull, broadcast the 
fact that they had found Golgotha. It should be stated, 
in fairness to Colonel Conder, that though he is partly 
responsible for advancing this theory, he does so with 
considerable care and delicacy. (See C. R. Conder, 
“The City of Jerusalem,” 1909, pp. 151-158.) There 
is, however, nothing to substantiate their theory, for, 
to quote E. W. G. Masterman, who. gives a splendid 
account of this site in the International Standard 
Bible Encyclopedia, “the supposed resemblance to a 
human skull strikes many people, but it may be stated 
without hesitation that the most arresting points of 
the resémblance, the ‘eyeholes’ and the rounded top, 
are not ancient; the forms are due to artificial exca- 
vations going back perhaps a couple of centuries.” 
Thus we find that the arguments for the two existing 
sites pointed out as “The Place of the Skull” are based 
upon very questionable grounds. 

The death of Christ, as the author of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews and many others have told us, was in 
our behalf and took the place of the sacrifice of the 
Atonement. It corresponded exactly with that sacred 
Hebrew rite and hence should it not be in some physi- 
cal way. linked with it? 

There were only two things that could possibly 
be left upon the altar after the sacrifice had been 
burned, ashes and‘ bones. Each sacrifice burned upon 
the altar in front of the Temple left behind it a tiny 
pile of smouldering ashes and bones, among which 
could undoubtedly be seen a charred, half-burned skull. 
The Jews were very particular about these remains; 
they were not scattered to the winds, nor were they 
dumped anywhere, but they were carefully carried 
outside the city to a place alongside the great Roman 
road connecting Jerusalem with Rome, and there, on 
the very edgé of the Valley of the Tombs, they were 
deposited load upon load, for about a thousand years, 
until they had formed a hill over forty feet high. This 
hill, although it has practically. disappeared now, for 
the ashes mixed with earth and lime made excellent 
mortar, could be seen in its original condition not more 
than fifty years ago. It was easy even then, after 
approximately two thousand years, to see how it could 
have been called “The Place of the Skull,” for there, 
embedded in the ashes, were numerous bones and 
skulls. Alongside the ash-heap there was, besides 
the great flint-paved Roman road, another less im- 
portant, but nevertheless much traversed highway, lead- 
ing to Emmaus (Luke 24:13), Mizpeh of Samuel, 
and the villages northwest of the city, until it reaches 
this spot, and then it falls off again into a slightly 
deeper valley —the Valley of Jehoshaphat. One com- 
ing into the city from the north, east, or west could 
see plainly the three crosses on this “Place of the 

kull” when several miles away. The first thing 
seen upon coming out of the city from any of the 
northern gates would be Calvary. 


This site for Golgotha is far more easily reconcil- : 


able with the historical and geographical elements 
than any other. No question of walls Is involved, for 
it is well outside all three northern walls, and yet it 
is not more than half a mile away from the wall farth- 
est south. In regarding it as the “Place of the Skull” 
we do not have to attach to it fantastically odd, or 
strange, traditions of the skull of the first man, nor 
do we have to stretch our imagination, against his- 
torical evidence, into, firstly, making three caves look 
like a skull, and secondly, trying to prove that those 
caves are ancient. If you daily throughout your life 
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passed a place littered with skulls would you not cali. 


that place “The Place of the Skull”? What would 
seem more natural than that such a place should be 


_ called. Golgotha?.,_ 


. Then, with, this evidence in mind, we consider the 
place, and. what. we. so, diligently searched for is ap- 
parent... Christ, has not been. crucified just anywhere 
nor has the atonement for our sins been attained apart 
from all other. sacrifices, but there, upon the, remains 
of a thotsand years of Jewish sacrifice for sin, was 


' the supreme sacrifice made. Let us make an imaginary 


cross-section examination of this pile of ashes. As 


‘has already been stated, this pile no longer exists nor 


was any scientific cross-section examination ever made. 
Residents of the city, however, have found Roman 
coins upon the top of the pile, Maccabean coins farther 
down the pile, as it was being taken away, and no 
coins at all toward the bottom. This tells a great 
story. In the days of the first Temple (Solomon's) 
no coins were used. In the days of the second Temple 


(Zerubbabel’s) Maccabean coins were used, and in the 


days of the third (Herod’s) Roman coins were used, 
But, in our imaginary examination, at the bottom 
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we find ashes from the sacrifices for the sins of Solo- 
mon, and for the sins of all in his day; a Jittle farther 
up are. those of the great reformation of Jeremiah’s 
time; still farther up those of thanksgiving for the 
return from captivity and of atonement for the sins 
which caused it; and thus there passes before us the 
history. of ‘a thousand years of sin, through the sac- 
rifices of the atonement — and then, upon the top of 
this great pile, there occurs the greatest sacrifice. of 
all time: for upon it the Son of God has come, «and 
upon it he dies,.and down through a thousand years 
flows his blood. Life, renewed life, not to Adam only 
but to all mankind as a result of it, is given. The 
old is finished, the new has come. Life everlasting 
is ours. ‘ 

And we can with exultant voice sing with the great 
blind preacher : 


- O Cross that liftest up my head, 
- I dare not ask to fly from thee; 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
And from the ground there blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be. 


New York Ciry. 





——— ee 








What the prayer gro ups meant to two delegates 





More Experiences at America’s Keswick 


By Ida G. Nichols 











“Union with God by Christ.” He illustrated in 

this way. He took two chairs, placing them side 
by side. In the beginning man and God had union; 
then sin (taking another chair) came between them 
and separated them. Christ came and conquered sin, 
thereby uniting man and God. Now a Christian can 
sin, but he has to go past God and Christ to do it, 

There are two ways people walk —there is no mid- 
dle ground. 

1. As Jesus walked. 

2. As the Devil walks. 

The Devil wants to be independent. That’s the 
way he became the Devil. Once he walked as God 
walked. Then he revolted. Jesus walked depending 
on God. Always asked, “What wilt thou have me to 
do?” We must present our bodies. We surren- 
der when we take the first step. He gave this. illus- 
tration. Down South a slave was very badly treated 
by his master, and another man bought him and then 
gave him his freedom: But he said he didn’t want 
to take it, he wanted to serve the master who had 
bought his freedom. He might some morning go out 
and plough up a field and plant corn there; in another 
place he might plant wheat; in another flowers. Then 
the master would come out and say, “Oh, Sam, you 
have ruined my estate. I wanted the corn here, and 
the wheat there.” Sam’s service might have been lov- 
ing but ‘not helpful. The other way was this: He 
might just say, “Marse, what do you want me to do to- 
day?” It might be cleaning the stables, or bringing 
the horse, or running an errand. Then the master 
would drive off to tewn and be gone all day. When 
he returned there would be Sam, just waiting on the 
doorstep; and the master would say, “Here, Sam, take 
my- horse.” If he asked what he could do he would 
be both loving and helpful. : 

2 Corinthians 5:15. Not live unto self, but unto 
him who died for us. Back in the old Jubilee days of 
Israel the slaves were set free. But occasionally a 
slave would not take his freedom, but offer his life 
to his owner. He was taken to the master’s house, his 
ear laid against the doorpost and pierced. He prom- 
ised always to be obedient to the master. He be- 
came his love slave. 

Why should we present our bodies? So that he 
can have some way to express himself. 

Here is another of Mr. Legters’ illustrations: 

He asked one of the leaders if he would build a 
$10,000 house (assuming he had the money) on the 
property across the lake, which belonged to another 
man. The leader said he would not. When asked 
why, he said he didn’t have title to the property, and 
the owner of the land could come and take his house, 
and he would be foolish to spend so much money on 
property to which he did not have title. 

Do you wonder God doesn’t put in improvements 
in some of our lives? We need to sign a quit-claim 
deed. 

That night every one in the conference was assigned 
to a prayer group. We were told the room to which 
to go, but not even the name of the leader of the 
group. J— and I dreaded this particular service, for 
sometimes in these small groups they get rather — 
er—personal. I entered the group, rather nervous 
and upset. But the leader had not said a half dozen 
words when I was leaning forward.so as to catch 
every word. I knew that person had what I needed 
and craved — absolute calm and peace, She was say- 
ing such comforting: things. “Be honest with God. 
If you don’t like what you're doing, tell him so. Don’t 


A “sien evening Mr. Legters spoke on 





strive to make yourself do something you don’t want 
to do.” ain—-‘Don’t strain and ‘strive to attain 
perfection. It isn’t attained that way.” Then she 
told a little of the leading of the Holy Spirit in her 
own life. The longer she talked, the surer I was 
that she was the one who could help us in the dread- 
ful burden we were carrying. I asked for an inter- 
view, and so did my friend. I was given the same 
hour my friend was to go to Mr. Raws, — immediately 
after lunch the next day. 

I kept the appointment, and told our whole story. 
Of course there was only one thing she would do— 
pray. I shall never forget that prayer. Just talking, 
feeling her way, not knowing for what to ask except 
guidance. But very definitely and lovingly she laid 
our case before Him. Not a word was wasted, and as 
she prayed I felt a great calm take possession of me, 
and I knew somehow that everything was going to be 
all right. Suddenly, in the midst of her petition, she 
stopped and said, “Ah,” and then her prayer took on 
a new strain —of thanksgiving that He had answered. 
When she had finished the prayer she turned and said: 

“Now, you have brought your friend’s case to nie 
—how about yourself?” That was too much for me! 
The floodgates opened, and I could not ‘talk. I did 
manage, finally, to get control; and before I realized 
it I was telling her all about myself —and I didn’t 
even then know her name! I told her how I wanted 
so much to do definite Christian service, and yet the 
way had been blocked. She said: 

“But, you know, Saul made provision for the spoils 
to be divided equally between those who went into 
battle and those who stayed behind with .the stuff.” 
I said I knew that, and that was why I got so cross 
with myself. I knew I was where God wanted me, 
and I should not have to be told it. Then she said 
—so comfortingly — ‘Oh, don’t get cross with your- 
self; he doesn’t expect much of you. He knows how 








This Summer’s Conferences 


HE 1928 summer conferences at America’s 
Keswick (Keswick Grove, N. J.) will be held 
every other week, as follows: 


Pe OS Wh: FONE Rms sees 6S ews Student Conference 
be eS oe RE Victorious Life Conference 
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Aug. 31 to Sept. 3 ..Labor Day Week-End Conference 


The. speakers include: Canon F. E. Howitt, 
Dr. Howard A. Kelly, T. Roland Philips, Robert 
C. McQuilkin, Harold S. Laird, L, L. Legters, 
Miss Ruth Paxson, Mr. and Mrs. J. Harvey Bor- 
ton, the Rev. and Mrs. W. Alfred Schlichter, Ad- 
dison C. Raws, Charles A. Blatchley, Charles G. 
Trumbull, the Rev. and Mrs. Alfred J. Bowen, 
Miss Alma Doering, Alex R. Hay, Philip E. 
Howard, Jr., Miss Helen R. Yost, Robert Cum- 
mings, and Mr, and Mrs. S. Austin. Paul. 

The purpose of the conferences is to show hun- 
gry-hearted Christians the offer in God’s Word 
of a life of sustained fellowship with God, vic- 
tory over sin, and power in service, through Christ 
as Saviour, Lord, and Life; and God’s call to 
all, as missionary Christians, to share this with 
others to the uttermost part of the earth. 

For information, and in making all registrations, 
please address Victorious Life Testimony, Rooms 
80-83, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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weak you are, and he never gets. cross with you.” 
I never. had anything said to me that gave me so 
much comfort. All my life I felt he had a right to 
expect much of me and must be terribly disappointed 
when I failed. I can see the egotism of it all now. 
Then she said: 

“Things are not going to be always like this for you. 
God is a Father, and he does not enjoy seeing his, 


. children doing work they do not want to do. Some 


day he is going to make it possible for you to do 
that bigger service you want to. This schooling is 
just for what you are going to be some day.” 

From that time on everything looked so different, 
—home, office, church — everything. It seemed as if 
I had begun to live all over again. 

My friend had her conference with this.woman the 
next day. .She made her see very clearly that her 
only duty now was simply to take the Holy Spirit's 
guidance for her future. My friend said she was 
driven to take the course she was taking. The reply 


“ came: 


“Then it is not the leading of the Holy Spirit, for 
he never. drives—he leads, and guides.” A miracle 
was wrought that day, and life looks so different 
to us both. My friend does not know where he will 
lead her, but she is sure she cannot be mistaken now, 
and he can surely work through her as he never could 
before. 

Each night in this little prayer group new ways 
were opened to us, new light given. I began check- 
ing up my life, and all the way along I could see 
his leading, as I could not before. Our prayer group 
leader became our “ballast,” so to speak. hen any 
of the speakers made statements that puzzled us, or 
seemed contrary to what we~had always believed, we 
would go to her. She always had just the right thing 
to give us. And there was no forcing of her per- 
sonality upon us — we never once thought of her in all 
this, until the end of the week we both realized that 
she had a ye.y big place in our affection. 

The last morning she called us in for a little final 
interview and prayer, and this seemed to cement to- 
gether the experience of the week. 

Bag Mr. McQuilkin’s messages on the Victorious 
ife: 

1. Meaning of surrender. God has his plan for the 
living of human life. God has but one standard, and 
that is for our practical living right now. Tnat stand- 
ard is love of God and of neighbor. 

If we are not living the Victorious Life, what is 
the matter? Either we are not saved,-or we have 
stepped out. of line. A Christian may rebel, may do 
wrong, may go worldly, but he does not enjoy it and 
is not happy or satisfied. 

2. How can I have Victory? One girl said to Mr. 
McQuilkin: “The trouble is, this Victorious Life is 
so complicated.” Mr. McQuilkin replied, “No, the 
trouble is, it’s so simple.” One boy asked for an in- 
terview with Mr. McQuilkin and then asked if he 
should give up dancing. The answer: “You don’t 
want a personal interview with me; you want a per- 
sonal interview with Jesus Christ. Ask him what you 
should do.” The boy turned and said: “It’s no use; 
I know what he’d say.” 

Two things necessary: 


1. Yielding. 
2. Trust. 


These. are not pious phrases, but God’s Word. There 

can be no yielding without trusting, and no trusting 
without yielding. God regulates choices, but never 
interferes. Surrender is not giving up things, or a 
promise to be good. 
* “Tf he is not Lord of all, he is not Lord at all.” 
We take the name of God in vain when we say, “Our 
Father, haHowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done,” and then go out and do our own “sweet” 
will. It is a deadly place to be in to feel that we 
cannot sin. We do a lot of things and call it by some 
other name. We never are “going to be happy”; we 
can only be happy now. 

Trust: God is meeting our needs now. 
things : 

(1) Convicted. 

(2) Convinced. 

(3) Committed. 


To sum up the experiences of the whole week, let 
me use this illustration. : 

One morning I was-.awakened from one of those 
sound sleeps, in which one is enjoying herself so much, 
by what seemed to be a terribly discordant blast from 
a horn. I was a bit annoyed at first, but when I be- 
came fully consciqus, I_heard the most beautiful music 
I ever remember hearing — for Mr. Raws was play- 
ing on his cornet, to awaken the conference, the hymn 
“Trust and Obey.” Almost in the same breath in 
which I was about to comment on the harshness of 
such an awakening I found myself saying, “Either he 
has a Deautiful instrument, or else he knows how to 
handle it well. I never knew a cornet could be. so 
beautiful.” 

I arrived at Keswick enjoying a nice, spiritual nap. 
At first I heard what seemed like discords — “Second 
Coming,” “sin,” “lost,”— words I hadn’t heard, at 
least ‘in such plain fashion, for years. I was annoyed, 
for I had come to find rest and peace and I didn’t care 


Three 





338 


to be all stirred up. Then the notes began to sink 

into my consciousness and I realized that it was not 

discord, but beautiful music, and the theme was sim- 
ple and beautiful: “Trust and Obey.” 


Hartrorp, Conn. 
Me 


Primary Department Graduation Work 
By Mrs. W. E. Rogers 


“The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth 

keep silence before him.” 
The Lord’s Prayer 

. What Book do we study in our Sunday-school? 

. The Bible, God’s Holy Word. 

. What is the Bible to us? 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path.” 

Why do we study the Bible? 

“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might 
not sin against thee.” 

. Who created all things? 

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth.” 

What _ in God’s Word tells of his love and 
care 

. “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father.” 

What did David, who was once a shepherd boy, 
say of God’s care? 

(Repeat the Twenty-third Psalm.) 

How did the Lord Jesus come? 

. As a little baby. 

Where was the Lord Jesus born? 

In Bethlehem of Judea. 

Who came from a far country to worship him? 

. The wise men. 

How were they guided? 

. By a star. 


PO POPOPO> O > DO PO PO POPO 
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. Where in the Bible do we find the Christmas story? 
. Luke 2: 8-16 (repeat). 


. Why did the Lord Jesus come to earth? . 


DO PO 


PO 


. What great commandment did the Lord: Jésusgive? 

. “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first 
and great commandment. And the second is like 
bry it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self.” 

What is the Golden Rule? 

. Do unte others as ye would that they should do 

unto you. 

. What did Jesus say of little children? 

. Jesus said, “Suffer the little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not: for of such is the 
kingdom of God.” 

Who caused the Lord Jesus to be put to death? 

. His. enemies. 

Where did they crucify him? 

Matthew 27: 33-35 (repeat). 

Q. How long was he buried? 

A.-1 Corinthians 15:3, 4 (repeat). 

Q. Where do we find the Resurrection Story? 

A. Matthew 28: 1-10 (repeat). 

Q. How long was the Lord Jesus on earth after the 

resurrection’ 

A. Forty days. 

Q. What were the Lord Jesus’ parting words to his 

disciples ? 

A. “Go*ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 

to the whole creation.” 

Q. Why does the world need a Saviour? 

A. Romans 3:23: “For all have sinned, and come 

short of the glory of God.” 

Q. What is the Psalm of Thanksgiving? 

A. The One Hundredth Psalm (repeat). 

Ho.titywoop, CAL. 


PO Po 
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Letters from a Farm Mother to Her 


Son at College 
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XXVIII. Ratio and Proportion 





“For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth. in, ; 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” © 











Skylight Farm, 

Dear Boy o’MINE: 

Well, Boy, you’re coming very near to the second 

oal post where your college life will be half over. 

{ am well pleased with some of the year’s develop- 
ments as revealed by your letters and the few flying. 
visits we have exchanged. For one thing, you’ve 
done well in sticking to ‘your determination to be 
strictly on your own in the matter of spending money 
this semester. We Hardly thought you could do it 
and were amused when you sent back the little hand- 
out I offered you, declining with thanks because it 
would break your record, I am sure you will believe 
me when I say that our satisfaction arises less from 
a sordid consideration for the family exchequer than 
from the demonstration :that you have it in you to 
reach your objective. Dad even went so far as: to 
hope you aren’t getting to be a tight-wad, but I found 
it quite possible to laugh that off. 

I was greatly interested the other Sunday afternoon 
in hearing by radio a certain question asked’ of Dr. 
Poling — interested in both the question and the an- 
swer. Some one wished to know whether Dr. Poling 
considered five dollars a week sufficient spending 
money for a boy in college. [ am sure one reason 
Daniel Poling is so much beloved is because he seems 
never for one moment to have lost the sweet, homely 
recollection of how it feels to be a youngster, poor, 
but ambitious, and ready to work willingly with his 
hands in order to realize his ambitions, the true per- 
spective of healthy American youth. His answer struck 
an answering chord of memory in my heart, as doubt- 
less in thousands of others. He said, “Well, when I 
was in college, five dollars a week spending money 
would have put me immediately into the millionaire 
class.” I had, forthwith, a fleeting vision of the care- 
fully balanced expense account that I kept all through 
my own school days. My father, as you know, had, 
along with the rest of my family, to sacrifice to send 
me to college, and, knowing that I had. had no experi- 
ence in handling money, he charged me at: the start 
to be as careful as I could. The first time he saw my 
balance sheet he wrote me, — what a dear, understand- 
ing father he always was,—‘“By all means go and 
blow yourself to some chocolate creams and an ice 
cream soda.” 

I wouldn’t dare tell a group of modern, yeungsters 
just how little it cost me to go through college. They 
would certainly believe I must have been an outland- 


derived from a remark made to me by 
-well dressed girl,..some years my senior. 
“It really doesn’t matter at all what you have on, 


-been. much ground for her statement. 


‘men are garrulous,” 


ish freak. I am a little disconcerted myself at. this 
remote day, just to recall the extent of: my year’s 
wardrobe. -They must have been a choice company 
of young people, those D college students. I 
know there were some girls there who knew little 
about the sensation of having to figure closely on 
ways and means, but they never made me conscious 
of any difference in our stations. I remember well 
how frayed and shabby some of us would become 
toward the close ot the year, but we made a joke of it. 

I can recall only one occasion when my poverty cost 
me a pang. It was Commencement time and I had 
written home that I needed a white dress. The gown 
arrived in due time, exquisitely made, as things always 
were which my mcther’s hands had fashioned, but the 
material was a cheap grade of dimity, and the ruffles 
were so narrow! Beside the sheer, lacy garments of 
the others I felt very crude and shoddy. I don’t 
think, however, that even now I could find it in my 





-heart to put this little disappointment into’ words, 


were it not that beth my dear parents are now in Para- 
dise whence, if God permits them to look back upon 
us earth pilgrims, they can surely see the depths 
of love and gratitude in my heart because of the 
treasures of eternal worth that their frugality and sac- 
rifice provided for me. It’s a wonderful legacy that 
the child of peopie with slender means and cultured 
tastes receives. One learns to: be selective about: one’s 
pleasures. But there’s one precious bit of balm “among 
my souvenirs.” I shall never forget the comfort I 
the oldest 
a ‘beautiful, 

She said, 


daughter ot our college president, hersel 


you have such a queenly way of wearing it.” Look- 
ing. back, I find it amusing. There can hardly have 
If there was 
ever anything queenly about me, I’m sure I’ve. long 
since. lost the trick; but it was a kind thing. to say 
to a shabby. girl. 

But here I’m rambling on about my past like a 
garrulous old man. Look up that word and its syno- 
nyms. I love what Webster’s International has to say: 
“Children are talkative; women are loquacious; old 
I’m cherishing that against the 
next time I hear women charged with ‘having. limber 
tongues. —I wanted to tell you another thing Dr. 
Poling said in reply to that question. He laid it 


“down as an inviolable rule that wherever possible our 
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children’s spending money. should be earned. So you 
see you are on the right tack, always so long as you 
don’t let your money earning activities interfere with 
your studies. I have little doubt that your grades 
might average a shade higher if you did no outside 
work. But I figure that the practical value of trying 


your .hand at some odd jobs and finding out how to 


keep from starving in an emergency is equal to’ at 
least one three-hour course. Also, there’s a liberal 
education in contact with a variety of bosses. You 
have beaten rugs and chopped kindling for some really 
interesting people and, so far as you have reported, 
have met always with kindly courtesy. The snobs 
are really not so numerous, are they? I encountered 
one when I was in college. Her son was in a Latin 
class at one of the high schools where I supplied. He 
was a “terrible child,’ and I came down upon him in 
a way that I meant should be almost annihilating. He 
responded by coaxing his mother to hire me to pony 
him through his term’s work. At our first session 
she informed me in his presence that she knew the 
fault lay with his teacher. Frankie couldn’t be dull, 
in view of the wonderful record she and his father 
had made in college. Poor Frankie! I wonder how 
he turned out. 

Next to the advantage of coming from a home. of 
modest means, I would place that of going to a school 
where the dollar sign is conspicuous by its absence, 
always, of course, provided that the cultural standards 
are high. I know that very many people would not 
agree with me. There ought to spring- a wonderful 
efficiency from the elaborate equipment that our mod- 
ern accumulation of wealth has made possible both in 
the public school and in our colleges and universities. 
But the reaction upon the student life of the country 
has not borne out one’s expéctations. Every thought- 
ful person forty years of age has had some visible 
demonstration of the significance of Goldsmith’s line, 
“Where wealth accumulates and men decay.” Don’t 
misunderstand me, I would never imply that manhood 
must decay in proportion as wealth increases. I have 
known relatively poor families who remain poor, I 
am confident, because they fail in estimating the real 
value of sense pleasures and sense desires. They can 
never hear the call of the future because of the clamor 
of their present desires. All that is lacking to make 
them bloated plutocrats is the wherewithal. But it 
would seem to require still more of steadiness and self- 
control to keep one’s head and maintain a true sense 
of values with unlimited wealth at one’s command. 
And what is true of individuals and families has 
proved equally true of educational institutions. Here 
is a sentence from a recent address by a man who 
lectures extensively. to colleges and _ universities 
throughout the land: “Some very wise observers’ of 
our times have expressed the feeling that unless we 
can pull up the moral and spiritual and religious edu- 
cation of the rising generation, our civilization might 
easily destroy itself by virtue of its mechanical equip- 
ment. , ~ 

Study values. How much or little in equities your 
father and I will be able to leave you I do not know; 
but we estimate that what we have already tried to 
give you and what we hope you are acquiring in these 
four years will constitute your real estate. When 
Carlyle said, ““Let but Eternity look, more or less 
visibly, through the Time-Figure,” he only paraphrased 
our Lord’s words, “Labor not for the meat which 
perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto ever- 
lasting life.” 


Your MortHer. 
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Twelve Reasons for Christ’s Death 
- and Resurrection et 
By Frank Hamilton 
“PRAT God might be just and yet the justifier of 
them that believe (Rom. 3: 26). 
2. As our Substitute, suffering in our place (Gen. 
22:13; John 1:29). 
3. As our Redeemer (Lev. 25: 47, 48; Gal. 3: 13). 
4. The power: of God unto salvation; the great 
appeal (Rom. 1: 16; Heb. 2:3). 
5. ta A ea of God’s love, winning ours (John 
3: 16). 

6. The measure of God’s love and self-sacrifice 
(Rom, 8:32; Mark 8:34). 

97: To a that Jesus was the Christ (1 Cor. 
15:17). 

8. To prove the heavenly life, and win us to it 
(John ‘14: 19). of 

9. To show the sinfulness of sin in God’s sight, (1 
"fam.. t ta57- 

10. That salvation might be of grace, and not of 
works; and so Heaven delivered from the proud 
(Eph. 2:8, 9). 

11. That the Scriptures might be ‘fulfilled, both Old 
Testament and the Lord Jesus’ prophecies (Luke 
22:37; 1 Cor. 15:3, 4). 


12. To show us’ the way to Heaven (Isa. 53:11; 
John 16: 20-22; Heb. 12: 2). 
Ventnor, N. J. 
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a a eitah LESSON 12. JUNE 17. THE CRUCIFIXION 


ms International Uniform Lesson—Mark 15 : 16-47 
Golden Text.— God commendeth his own love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.— Rom. §:8 














The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
O teach me what it meaneth — 
That cross uplifted high, 
With One, the Man of Sorrows, 
Condemned to bleed and die! 
O teach me what it cost Thee 
To make a sinner whole; 
And teach. me, Saviour, teach me, 
The value of a soul 
—Lucy A. Bennett. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 15: 22.—Golgotha. The Hebrew word means 
something round, and hence, a skull. There is a low 
limestone cliff outside Jerusalem on the north over- 
looking the Damascus Road. _ The vertical face of this 
cliff has two or three hollows in it which, from a 
certain point of view, give it just the appearance of 
a skull. Calvaria is the Latin for “skull.” Cal- 
vary . used only once in the English version (Luke 
23: 33). 

-. Verse 23.—Wine mingled with myrrh. The wine 
would be the sour wine ordinarily drunk by the Roman 
soldiers. About the myrrh there seems to be some un- 
certainty. But probably it was given by a merciful 
custom of the Jews to those condemned to crucifixion 
to bring about some degree of stupefaction to deaden 
the pain. The Lord Jesus, however, would take 
nothing, either to mitigate his sufferings or to cloud 
his faculties, 

. Verse 24.—They crucify him. There were four 
‘kinds of crosses. (1) A single stake driven through 
the body. (2) Two ey of wood intersecting diago- 
nally in the shape of the letter X. (3) Two beams, 
one of which rested upon the other at right angles in 
the form of the letter T. (4) Two beams intersecting 
at right angles as before but the shorter piece not on 
top of the longer but a little way down. This is the 
typical form of the cross as represented: in Christian 
art. And from the fact that the accusation was placed 
above (v. 26), it is probable that this is correct. But 
it is probable that the cross was much lower than in 
the common pictorial representation. Usually the 
feet of the victim ‘were only just clear of the ground. 
The condemned man was placed upon the cross before 
it was lifted into position.’ His hands and feet were 
fastened to the beams by large nails, and the was 
— by a peg driven into the wood between his 
legs. 

Crucifixion is perhaps the most horrible form of 
execution that the malignity of man has yet devised. 
It involved an unnatural position and tension of the 
whole body so that,the least attempt at movement 
caused exquisite pain. The nails were driven through 
parts of the hands and feet that are full of nerves and 
tendons. This also brought about acute suffering, 
while the lacerated members were at such a distance 
from the heart that no speedily fatal results followed. 
The exposure of so many wounds produced inflam- 
mation. There was a general interruption of the cir- 
culation with the result that the blood vessels of the 
head became pressed and swollen. This caused un- 
bearable excitement and anxiety. And it is to be re- 
membered that all these symptoms were of gradual 
increasing severity. There would. normally be no 
diminution of sensibility. And to all the other pangs 
would be added that of a raging thirst. 

This awful mode of punishment was abolished by 
Constantine, and its abohtion may well be loeked upon 
as one of the by-products of Christianity. 

Part his garments. The they refers to the soldiers. 
There would be a party of four under the command 
of a centurion detailed for each sufferer. Casting lots. 
The men doubtless had dice with them, and a helmet 
would serve to throw them. 


Verse 25.—And it was the third hour. According 
to the Jewish method of reckoning time, this corre- 
_sponds to our 9 A. M. There is a difficulty here be- 
cause John i 14 says that it was not until the sixth 
hour that Pilate formally sat to pronounce. judgment 
on our Lord. The sixth hour, according to Jewish 
reckoning, would have been noon. It is, however, 
probable that John used our modern western mode 
of reckoning and that his “sixth hour” would corre- 
spond, therefore, to our 6 A. M. 

Verse 26.—The superscription. The reason for the 
execution was generally inscribed on a white tablet 
smeared with gypsum. It was usually either borne be- 
fore the criminal on his way to the execution ground 
or else hung round his neck. The Latin word for 
such a placard is titulus. From this comes our Eng- 
lish word “title” which is used in John 19: 19. 


Devotional Reading: Isa. 53 : 7-12. 
Primary Topic: Jesus Died for Us. 
Lesson Material: Mark 15: 22-26, 33-39. 
Memory Verse : Christ died for our sins, according to the 
scriptures, — 1 Cor. 15: 3. 
Junior Topic : Christ Died for Our Sins. 
Lesson Material : Mark 15 : 22-26, 33-39. 
pov nh MN Na ner. 2§ 33. pe 
Intermediate ior Topic: Why Jesus Chose the Cross, 
Topie for Young People and Adults: The Meaning of the 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
VS. 22-26, 33-39 
22 And they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which is, 
being interpreted,.The place of a skull. 23 And they offered 
him wine mingled with myrrh: but, he received it not. 24 
And they crucify him, and part his garments among them, 
casting lote upon them, what each should take. 25 And it 
was the third hour, and they crucify him. 26 And the 
superscription of his accusation was written over, THE 

KING OF THE JEWS. 


33 And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness 
over the whole {land until the ninth hour. 34 And at the 
ninth hour Jesus: cried with a loud voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, 
2why hast thou forsaken me? 35 And some of them that 
stood by, when they heard it, said, Behold, he called Elijah. 
36 And one ran, and filling a sponge full of vinegar, put 
it on a reed, and gave him to drink, saying, Let. be; let us 
see whether Elijah cometh to take him down. 37 And Jesus 
uttered a loud voice, and gave up the ghost. 38 And the 
veil of the *temple was rent in two from the top to the 
bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood by over 
against him, saw that he ‘so gave up the ghost, he said, 
Truly this man was * the Son of God 

10Or, earth. 2Or, why didst thou forsake me? Or, 
sanctuary. Many ancient authorities read, so cried 
out, and gave up the ghost. ®Or, a son, of God. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Verse 33.—The sixth hour, i. e., noon. Darkness. 
It is impossible to explain the origin of this darkness. 
The Paschal moon was then at the full so it could 
not have been an eclipse. Moreover, an eclipse lasts 
only a few minutes while this darkness continued for 
the space of three hours. It was a supernatural de- 
rangement of the earth’s atmosphere. That is to say, 
we know of no causes whereby God could have brought 
it-about. The Pharisees had often asked for a sign 
from Heaven. Now one was granted to them. In 
contrast to the ordinary signs of the sky (Matt. 16: 
2, 3) which can be to some extent understood and in- 


‘terpreted, this sign was mysterious and inexplicable. 


This veil of darkness hides from us the events of 
these three hours and the details of what our Lord un- 
derwent for us men and for our salvation. 

The ninth hour (3 P. M.) ‘was the time of the of- 
fering of the evening sacrifice (1 Kings 18:36; Acts 
3:1). The Emperor Augustus set the Jews free from 
attendance in courts of law about this hour. 

Verse 34.—Jesus cried with a loud voice. With the 
arrival of the ninth hour and the dispersion of the 
darkness, when the offering of the Paschal sacrifice 


‘was ready to begin, the Lord Jesus uttered thus the 


first verse of Psalm 22. After this, with no sensible 
delay, he exclaimed, “I thirst” (John 19:28), and 





What the Centurion Said 
By Amos R. Wells 


OMAN centurion, there by the cross, watch- 
ing the pain and the shame and the loss, what 
did you say when it all was done? Truly this man 
was God's own Son. Kindly centurion,-what of 
the word, spoken in prayer by my suffering Lord, 
**Father, forgive them’® ? What of that plea? 
Verily, God's own Son was he. MWonest centurion, : 
saw you the light suddenly plunged in the horror of 
night ? What of that miracle ? How did you read ? 
God’s own Son was that man indeed. Worthy 
centurion, saw you the thief saved with a power 
beyond belief? What did you think of that merci- 
ful plan? God's own Son was that holy man. 
Noble centurion, did you not hear charges to John 
and the mother dear? What did you think of that 
loving One? Truly this man was God's own Son. 
Thoughtful centurion, heard you the cry rending in 
triumph the desolate sky, shouting, ‘‘’Tis fin- 
ished ?*” And what do you say ? God's own Son 
was passing away. ‘Truthful centurion, think of 
the end ; ‘‘ Father, my spirit to Thee I commend.”” 
Who hung there on the cruel tree? Truly the Son 
of God was he. 











roe ae after he cried out, “It is finished” (John 
19: 30). 

Verse 35.—He calleth Elijah. It is characteristic of 
Mark on solemn occasions to cite the very words 
spoken by our Lord. Aramaic words were quite likely 
unfamiliar to many of the bystanders. Moreover, the 
first syllable of Elijah’s name is the Hebrew for “God.” 
The exclamations of the crowd show the intense in- 
terest that was being taken’ and at the same time wit- 
ness to the misunderstanding of what was going on. 

Verse 36.—Vinegay. The ordinary sour wine used 
by the Roman soldiers. Burning thirst is a most 
painful aggravation of death by crucifixion. Let be. 
Let him alone. Matthew tells us that others Said to 
this man as he offered the drink, “Let be” (27: 49). The 
man said in effect, “Do not stop me. Let me give him 
this and so prolong his life. Then we shall see 
whether Elijah will come to save him.” The by- 
standers, an the other hand, said virtually, “Do not 
interfere. Let Elijah help him.” John tells us that 
several rushed to dip the. sponge in the wine (19: 29). 
Putting all the statements together we have a natu- 
ral and accurate picture of the excitement caused by 
the Saviour’s cry. 

Verse 37.—A loud voice. The evangelists all men- 
tion the loudness of this cry as if it had been the 
shout of a warrior. Gave up the ghost (cf. Luke 23: 
46). It is temarkable that in describing the death of 
Christ the evangelists never use the ordinary neuter 
verb, “He died.” Note the phrases in Matthew 27: 
50; Luke 23: 46; John 19:30, and compare John 10: 
18. The Lord was not a helpless victim but a willing 
sacrifice, as was Isaac the type (Gen. 22). 


Verse 38.—The veil of the temple. This beautiful, 
thick, costly hanging was made of purple and gold 
and inwrought with figures of cherubim. It was 
twenty feet long by thirty feet wide. It separated 
the holy place from the holy of holies. For the Holy 
Ghost’s own explanation of this occurrence see He- 
brews 9:3, 10, and 109. 

Verse 39.—The centurion. See on verse 24. This 
man was probably stationed at Czsarea, where later 
Cornelius was quartered (Acts 10). The historian 
Polybius speaks of the care that was exercised in 
selecting centuricns. Such officers are, without ex- 
ception, mentioned favorably throughout the New 
Testament. 

The Son of God. There is no definite article ex- 
pressed. The verse’ may be properly translated, ‘“God’s 
Son,” which may mean either the Son of God or a 
son of God. The latter meaning need not imply more 
than that this heathen man regarded the Lord Jesus 
as a demigod or hero in the classical sense of the 
word. But it is quite probable that this: soldier meant 
more than this, He must -have heard the mysterious 
discussions and declarations of the Jews that this man 
ought to die “because he made himself the Son of 
God” (John 19:7). The words had made a great 
impression upon Pilate (John 19:8), and now this 
man had watched the sufferer all the way through. 


.And he has had a revelation of something divine. If 


this is so, already the words of the Lord Jesus were 
being fulfilled, “I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me” (John 12:32). He had 
drawn first the repentant bandit (Luke 23: 40-43) and 
now the Roman soldier unto him. 


A Lesson Outline 
1. Love’s submission 
2. Love’s substitution 
3. Love’s supremacy 
Golden Topics ; 


1. The seven words from the cross—The first three 
all referred to others. (1) To his murderers (Luke 
23:34), (2) The thief (23: 43), and (3) His mother 
(John 19:26). Three “words” referred to his own 
conflict. (1) His-loneliness (Matt. 27: 46), (2) His 
thirst (John 19:28), and (3) His work now ended 
(John 19:30). The last “word” was to his Father 
as he commended his spirit into his Father’s hands 
(Luke 23: 46). 

2. Christ the substitute for Barabbas—The robber 
richly deserved death. But he was a free man while 
Christ hung where he should have been. 


3. Our Lord went otit of the world utterly mis- 
judged—“He was numbered with the transgressors” 
(Isa; 53:12), reckoned as one of them. The Jews 
execrated him. Pilate condemned him. .The rough 
and violent soldiery mishandled him. And he had but 
to wish and his vindication would have been instant 
and complete. But he willed not to wish. Frank 
Bullen in his “Cruise of the Cachalot” tells a heart- 
moving story of a great mother whale caught by whal- 
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ing men in a sea cave with a calf at her side. Reck- 
lessly they harpooned her, though one blow of her 
mighty flukes would have lashed their boat to atoms 
against the rock walls. Escape would have been im- 
possible. Once in utter agony she lifted high her flukes, 
but even in death she remembered the calf by her side 
and gently lowered them again into the water lest 
she should injure her baby. But after that she never 
moved, and died quietly as she lay. So the Lord 
Jesus died. Though he suffered he threatened not. 
And he submitted to death not merely for the sake 
of the many sons he was bringing unto glory (Heb. 
2:10), but for the sake of his murderers. 


4. The substitution has been made.—It is for each 
of us to take advantage of it. God came to forsake 
the Perfect One. And he himself charged God with 
such forsaking. Yet one of his followers could later 
boast that though every one else forsook him, the 
Lord did not (2 Tim. 4:16, 17). The disciple was 
above his Master because the Master’s life was the 
exchange for his disciple’s. “The chastisement of our 
peace,” though not the remorse of our guilt, “was upon 
him.” The sin-offering was most holy (Lev. 6:25). 
And the Lord Jesus was the Holy One of God even 
while he was the sacrifice for the world’s sin. 


Final Word 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, _ 
And pour contempt on all my. pride. 


TunsripcGeE WELLS, ENG. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 

one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 

ing character. They aré written by several members of 

The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 

Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 

Associate Editor of the Times, Mr, Lane. Have you 

tried assigning some of the —_ to different mem- 

bers of, your class, letting them see whether they can 

discover the answers as givén in the following issue? 
HAT characteristic words of Mark mark this 
crucifixion chapter ? ; - 

2. How many trials of Christ are recorded in Mark? 

3. How many fulfillments of a and gregnetc 
Old Testament typology occurred upon and about the 
cross of Calvary? ; ’ 

4. What details of the crucifixion are conspicuously 
absent from all the Gospels? : 

. Where do we learn that Christ was actually nailed 
and not tied to his cross? ; 

6. How many cries from the cross does Mark give? 
How many does he refer to? How many are recorded 
by all the writers? 

7. Was there any reason, beside similarity of sound, 
that might have led the bystanders to think that Christ 


was calling Elijah? 
8. What is the meaning of the cry of the Son of God, 
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me”? 
_ 9. What cago of his enemies explains the Sav- 
iour’s mission 

10. Who believed on Christ while he was on the cross? 

11. Why ‘did Christ refuse the wine and myrrh and ac- 
cept the vinegar? 

12. Upon what grounds did Christ ask.the forgiveness 
of his tormentors ? 


| Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Dying ‘“Sober.”—They offered him wine mingled 
with myrrh: but he received tt not (v. 23). I hada 
friend who, when he was sick unto death, said, ‘“Doc- 
tor, whatever you do, please let me die sober.” When 
the time came for him “to go,” he wanted all his wits 
about him. I do not know whether my old friend was 
permitted to face death with alk his faculties or not, 
but I do know that if it is possible every real man 
wants to be able to sail out across the bar waving 
a sweet farewell to the dear ones left upon the shore. 
In spite of what must have been terrible agony, the 
Master refused the wine and the myrrh “dope” mix- 
ture. We are told, by those who claim to know, that 
the number of those addicted to narcotics is very great, 
—anything to escape pain or trouble. . But the Lord 
Jesus had to taste everything with all his faculties 
that he might know the very depths of human suffer- 
ing, and more. Tempted and tested in all points like 
as we are! As the Editor says in a letter before 
me, “Receiving in his own person the necessary and 
righteous wrath of God against sin.” It will help us 
all when we are upon beds of pain and must bear it 
to remember that neither did the Master, even in the 
last hour, allow himself to die drugged. Indeed, we 
all know of more than one sufferer who has been 
gloriously sustained by knowing that the beloved Mas- 
ter had gone through the same dark valley. In the 
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history of the Church more than one martyr has been 
sustained at the stake and upon the rack and amid 
tortures, but none of these equaled the agony of Him 
for whom they we.e giving their lives. Fox’s “Book 
of Martyrs” has many an example. 


The Kingship of Sacrifice.—The superscription of 
his accusation was written over, THE KING OF 
THE JEWS (wv. 26). Can you not imagine that 
grinning sneer upon the face of the Roman official as 
he wrote this superscription? His contempt for these 
Jews he was lording it over? Pilate took the oppor- 
tunity of “rubbing it in” (if an everyday colloquial- 
ism may be permitted) on these people he despised. 
Yet, as many a truth is said to be spoken in jest, so 
we all know now that Pilate was writing more truly 
than he knew. Rome was indeed enthroning a King, 
not of the Jews only, but of the whole universe, this 
world and other worlds (John 18:36; John 10: 16). 
Like the radio broadcast, that kingdom extends every- 
where. We are told that the radio sets down deep 
in the mines are as efficient as on the surface, and 
Christ’s kingdom extends to the very depths of the 
human heart. There he reigns, King of the Gentiles 
as well as of the Jews. Only a couple of years ago 
Rabbi Wise proclaimed, to the astonishment of some 
of his Orthodox Jewish friends, “Jesus is no myth, 
but was a man and lived an honor to the Jews, and 
his ethics are the greatest in the world.” -Yes, Pilate, 
like many another, wrote more wisely than he dreamed. 

“You Never Can Tell!”—The centurion .. . said, 
Truly this man was the Son of God (v. 39). And 
your Mr. Policeman is not easily fooled, especially the 
fellow who works his way up to Captain of;-Police. 
This Roman officer could not have analyzed his im- 
pression and conviction, but there. was “something” 


about the whole execution that convinced him he was: 


in the presence of Deity. Maybe this radio thing ‘is 
not so new, afterall. All of us have had experiences 
when we have found ourselves “tuned in.” We have 
not heard sounds, it is true, but we have had admoni- 
tions and experiences. The Roman soldier shows up 
well in the Bible narrative. The military officer, the 
result of a careful training and with his life always 
in danger, usually has a very level head. Mr. Roose- 
velt used to say when he wanted a thing done well 
he got a West Pointer to do it. This from the Liter- 
ary Digest, speaking of Cadet Edgar William Gar- 
bisch: “He will be remembered as the Captain of the 
West Point team which prayed to God before every 
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game it played, and which stood grouped together with 
bared heads .at the close of its greatest victory and of- 
fered up its thanks to God while eighty thousand. peo- 
ple stared down. wonderingly from the massive stands 
of the Baltimore stadium.” Cadet Garbisch is put down 
as the greatest’ football ‘player.of the generation. The 
Army ;Team under him. was.,tindefeatable,. losing but 
one game., The American soldier..says, like the: Ro- 
man soldier, “Truly. this.man.was [js] the Son of God.” 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education. at Juniata College 





ss THe PrincipLE oF CoNCENTRATION.—Organ- 
ige the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible. 











— application of the principle of concentration 
today involves the suggestion to concentrate espe- 
cially upon the events of the crucifixion in Mark, 
rather than to utilize, as we might do, the principle 
of correlation and bring to bear the accounts of the 
other Gospel writers. After the suggested principle 
has been employed, thus getting in mind the content 
of the lesson, it will be in place, if there is time, to 
compare the Mark account with the total record of 
events and description and note the differences and 
additions especially. 

The following might be suggested as a ‘tabulation 
of the record in Mark: ‘ 


1. Pilate yields to the cry for injustice, scourges 
Jesus, and delivers him to be-crucified. - 


2. The soldiers make sport of and mock him. 

3. Jesus falters under the weight of his cross as 
they go toward Golgotha. 

4. Simon is compelled to bear the cross of Jesus. 

5. They reach Golgotha where Jesus refuses the 
wine and myrrh. 

6. Jesus is crucified between two thieves, with the 
inscription of kingship above his head. 

7. The rabble and their rulers mock him, and the 
soldiers gamble for his garments. 

8. Three hours of darkness over-the whole land. 

9. “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 

10. Misinterpretation of the meaning of this cry. 

11. Offering of vinegar for his thirst. 

12. The last cry. 

13. Giving up the ghost. o 

14. The rending of the Temple veil. 


Not one of these events is without its import, but 
the teacher will undoubtedly be led to stress the sig- 
nificance of some of them, perhaps even in contrast. 
For instance, the humanity of the Lord was over- 
whelmed by the weight of his cross, but his deity 
was manifest when, after all the cruel suffering, he 
died uttering his last word with a loud voice. Mark 
records enough to make clear the unusual personality 
of the God-man as well as his marvelous heart of 
leve as he endured the cruelest tortures of body and 
spirit. The meaning of that bitter cry of desolation, 
of the rent veil, of the human anomaly of the super- 
scription above his cross, this and more may well oc- 
cupy the time of any thoughtful class. 

HuntInopon, Pa. 














Light on the Crucifixion 


A rich collection for the ‘‘ Illustration Round-Table”® on the lesson of the cross 








Westward.—And they crucify him (v. 24). . The 
Rev. Frederick Mann has written the following sonnet 
based on the legend that our Lord was crucified with 
his face turned away from the Holy City, and looking 
toward the west. 


His face was westward. Knew the soldiers why 
Thus in its stony cleft they turned the beam? 
Perchance they léarn that Jewish elders deem 

Unholy ‘glances from the filming eye 

Of man condemned upon a cross to die 
Might shed pollution Zion’s courts around 
Which God of old so beautiful had found. 

So leaning westward hangs He, death anigh. 

Murmurs ‘the heedless city.. O’er Him’ breaking, 
Beyond the fair hills and the soundless main, 
Rise lands and peoples deep in night’s domain, 

Where deathless Love. shall conquer; nations waking 

Down the long ages, prisoned souls set free. 

His face was westward—it was turned to me. 


—Sent by W. R. Clark, Oxford, Eng. 


The Gambler’s Interest.—They . . . part his gar- 
ments among them, casting lots upon them (v. 24). 


There was a profligate gamester whose conversion 
was attempted by some honest monks. In order to 
break his heart for sin, they put into his hands a fine 
picture of the crucifixion. He began studying it ear- 
nestly. Hoping for his conversion, they inquired why 


- he looked at it so intently, whereupon he replied, “I 


was examining the dice the soldiers are using in cast- 
ing lots for the garment. I wondered if they were 
like ours."—From Robert Robinson. Sent by H. 
Grabke, Topeka, Ind. 


Is It Not Foolishness?—They crucified him (v. 25). 


How can a man believe that through the blood of the 


crucified Jesus he can receive forgiveness of his sins 
and peace with God? “Is not that foolishness?” asked 
a man of a Christian. He answered, “Surely so; the 
apostle Paul calls it so.” The man said, “You are 
jesting, sir; Paul and I cannot agree on that sub- 
ject.” The Christian said,- handing him his Bible, 
“Just read this.” It was the eighteenth verse of the 
first chapter of the First Epistle to the Corinthians: 
“For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish 


NE Aer 





I ce eI et 


Le Rowan aan re 


s7age. 
eae, 
= 


gp aihaneencoe 


~~ 


RE a 





re il Aegon a 


iy Rai ce NS EI OSs Sy ees) 


Lesson for June 17 
Mark 15 : 16-47 


foolishness; but unto us which are saved 
it is the power of God.” The man turned 
away abruptly; he was far more touched 
than he would acknowledge. Since then 
he has read very diligently in the Bible, 
secretly at first, then boldly. And now 
the preaching of the cross is no more 
foolishness to him, but the power of God. 
—From Echoes. Sent by Howard M, 
Green, Warsaw, N. Y. 


Remembering the Cross.—And it was 
the third hour, and they crucified him 
(v. 25). Some time ago I was prayer- 
fully seeking an illustration for-my Sun- 
day-school class of young women, to help 
them to realize the full meaning-and sig- 
nificance of the cross. Suddenly I felt 
it was truly given me from above. The 
Spirit seemed to say to me, “What shape 
is the cross?” and I answered, “An up- 
right with a cross section.” “Yes,” the 
Spirit seemed to say, “and the cross sec- 
tion is what made it a cross, —a crimson 
cross section, stained with the precious 
blood of the crucified Lord. Many today 
have torn away that crimson cross section 
of sacrifice, and hold up a standard before 
the world that is just an upright, and 
nothing more, consequently, than a big I. 
Instead of worshiping Christ, they are 
worshiping self.”"—Sent by Mrs. J. H. 
Freeman, Pittsford, Mich. 


The Three—and Sin.—And with 
him they crucify two robbers; one on his 
right hand, and one on his left (v. 27). 

One died in sin—O awful death! 
Impenitent ! ‘ 

One died to sin— forever died! 
The penitent! : 

One died for sin—— He whom in love 
The Father sent! 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, and Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Did Christ Have Sin?—And he was 
numbered with the transgressors (v. 28). 
A missionary in charge of one of the 
native churches in China was examining 
a number of candidates for Christian bap- 
tism. After having put sundry questions 
to a woman who had applied for church 
membership, he asked, “Had Jesus sin?” 
(This is one of the questions in the Cate- 
chism, which inquirers are encouraged 
to learn. The book, of course, gives a 
negative answer.) Somewhat to the mis- 
sionary’s astonishment, she answered, 
“Yes.” The question was repeated in a 
way likely to elicit a negative reply, but 
she answered emphatically, “He had sin.” 
The candidate was next asked if he (the 
examiner) had sin, to which she rather 
hesitatingly replied, “No.” The mission- 
ary soon put her right on that point, and 
further asked how it came about that 
Jesus could have sip. “Why, He had 
mine!” was the unhesitating reply. I 
fancy that our friend, just won from 
heathenism, was a deeper theologian than 
the missionary at first thought. True, 
she could not read her Bible, but she knew 
that “the Lord hath laid on him the in- 
iquity of us all,’ and that Christ “bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree.” 
—From the Bible Banner. Sent by Mrs. 
Lura E. Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 


The Short Ladder.—Truly this man 
was the son of God (v.-39). The story 
was told of a ladder run up against the 
Woolworth Building in New York. It 
reached to the fourth floor —the fire was 
in the forty-third! It was only thirty- 
nine stories short! There is no other way 
of salvation from hell hereafter and from 
sin now than through the blood atone- 
ment ‘of Jesus Christ. Imitation of the 
sinless life of the Son of God cannot save. 
The Bishop of Durham used to say, “A 
Christ not God is a bridge broken at the 
farther end.”—From Doran’s Ministers’ 
Manual. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Warsaw, N. Y. 


The Judge and the Convict.—God 
commendeth his own love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us (Golden Text): Two men 
who had been friends in their youth met 
in a police court: the one a magistrate, 
the other a prisoner. The case was tried, 
and the prisoner was found guilty. Would 
the judge in consideration of their friend- 
ship forbear to pass judgment? No, he 
must fulfill his duty. Justice must be 
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done. He gave out the sentence —two 
weeks of hard labor or a fine of twenty 
pounds. The -condemned man had noth- 
ing with which to pay, so the prison 
tell was before him. But as soon as he 
had pronounced the sentence the judge 
‘thréw aside his magistrate’s robes, and, 
stepping down beside the prisoner, paid 
his fine for him, and then said, “Now, 
John, you are coming home to supper 
with me.” God has so dealt with the 
sinner. He cannot overlook sin, but Jesus 
paid the debt and allows the sinner to 
go free—From “500 Scriptural Anec- 
dotes.” Sent by Edith Weybright, Syra- 
cuse, Ind. Prize illustration. 


Why the Father Did So Much.—God 
commendeth his own love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us (Golden Text). When I was 
pastor in Chicago, a father had sent for 
a great physician from Austria. The 
papers said that his fee was twenty thou- 
sand dollars besides his expenses. He 
came to do something for the little daugh- 
ter of the rich man. I don’t know what 
was the matter with the child, but it was 
something serious because of what the 
father pip about it. What is sin? I do 
not know, but I know it is very serious 
from what the Father pip about it—From 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by Mary 
E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


Three Things to Learn.—While we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us 
(Golden Text). An old man once said 
that it took him forty years to learn three 
simple things. First, that he couldn’t do 
anything to save himself. Second, that 
God didn’t expect him to. And third, 
that Christ had done it all, so all he had 
to do was to take what Christ had ac- 
complished for him-—From The King’s 
Business. Sent by T. D. Gehret, Scran- 
ton, Pa. 


A Five-Hundred-Foot Verse.—Christ 
died for us (Golden Text). One of the 
shortest but most powerful sermons of 
all time is preached by whitewashed 
rocks which extend nearly five hundred 
feet across a hillside near Arkansas City, 
Kan. The brief line of Scripture reads, 
“CHRIST DIED FOR THE UNGODLY.” It is 
written in letters of rock sixteen feet high 
and whitened, so that the message can 
be read for miles. It took Fred T. Hor- 
ton seven months to build the sermon, 
working after office hours. He has re- 
built the letters three times in thirty years. 
Mr. Horton is a train dispatcher for the 
Santa Fe Railroad. From his hillside 
pulpit he has done a great work—From 





“Bible Messages,” by M. E. Willard. 
yor by William S. Bowden, New Albany, 


Too Hard-Hearted to be Saved?— 
While we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us (Golden Text). A woman once 
came to Mr. Moody and said: “Mr. 
Moody, I would like to become a Chris- 
tian, but I’m so hard-hearted.” He re- 
plied: “My good woman, did the Mas- 
ter say: ‘You soft-hearted people, come’? 
Nothing of the kind. He said: ‘Come 
unto me’ —all black hearts, vile hearts, 
corrupt hearts, deceitful hearts — ‘all’! If 
your heart is hard, who will soften it? 
You can’t. The harder the heart the 
more need of coming. Isn’t that so?’ The 
harder, the viler, the more deceitful the 
heart, the more need there is for the Sav- 
iour; so come along and get rest. If 
you can’t come as a saint, come as a sin- 
ner; if you can’t run, walk; if you can’t 
walk, creep to him; but come.”—From 
“The Unexpected Christ,” by the Rev. 
Louis Albert Banks, D.D. Sent by J. A. 
Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


ue 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we stand amazed in the presence of a Jes- 
son like the one that we shall study today. 
We cannot approach it with a light-hearted 
interest, — we come to the threshold of it 
with slow and serious step.. We lift our 
eyes to Calvary and the cross. The Jo e 
that was commended toward us in the death 
of Christ is the same love that is today 
drawing our hearts to him. We do not ap- 
proach this lesson as those who have any 
merit whatever of their own. Help us to- 
day, we pray thee, to put self aside, and to 
see the cross clearly. While we were yet 
sinners Christ died for us. Oh, may we 
realize the tremendous meaning of these 
words, May we realize that nothing we can 
ever do by way of works of our own can 
gain for us that which is the Lord’s free 
gift, received by ‘us through faith. Open 
to us the wondrous truths of this great les- 
son today, we pray thee, and bring teachers 
and scholars alike into an understanding of 
what it was that the Lord Jesus accom- 
plished on Calvary. We ask it in his dear 
name. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—When the apostle 
Paul was writing his letter to the Church 
at Corinth, he said some very plain words 
about the death of Christ, “Christ died 
for our sins according to the scriptures.” 
But some now say that “Christ died as 
a great example of sacrifice,” to teach 
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us the holiness and wonder of sacrifice. 
That is not what the Scriptures say about 
his death. They make very plain indeed 
the startling fact that he suffered death 
for sin, our sins, and in your place and 
mine. What we deserve he took upon 
himself. The wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life. What 
man should receive for sin apart from 
Christ, Christ himself received on Cal- 
vary,—and gave us as a free gift from 
his heavenly Father eternal life, which 
can be accepted by any of us who will, 
through faith:in Christ himself. What 
he did for us we never could have done 
for ourselves, and cannot do it now. If 
we would only realize this and trust him, 
what a difference it would make in the 
life of every one of us! Will you repeat 
the Golder: Text with me? Yes, how 
wonderful that is, that “while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Shall 
we not yield ourselves freely to him, and 
accept from him this wonderful gift of 
eternal life? Let us bow our heads in 
prayer. 





CHRISTID‘ED 


FOR{OUR SINS 


YOURS] AND MINE! 














Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“At Calvary.” ; 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.” 
“The Old Rugged Cross.” 

“Tt Was for Me.” 

“Alone.” 

“Bearing His Cross.” 

“Oh, It Is Wonderful!” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Redeemed, Redeemed” (151 : 
Psalm 74:8, 14-16, 22-24 
“He Helped Us” (27: 1-3). Psalm 16: 1-11. 
“By Thee Delivered” (65 : 1). 
Psalm 30: 1-4, 6, 7, 11, 1% 
“I Love the Lord” (227 : 1-3). Psalm 116 : 1-14. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


Sones with Mark 15:16, read 
through the chapter. The class will 
remember the unfair trials in which our 
Saviour’s enemies accused him of many 
things that he had not done, and finally 
got the consent of the Roman governor 
to have Jesus crucified. Then he was 
given into the hands of a band of rough 
soldiers, who treated him cruelly. They 
spit upon him, and struck him on the 
head with a reed. They clothed him in 
a purple robe such as kings wore, and 
put a crown of thorns on his head; then 
they bowed before him in pretended wor- 
ship, saying, “Joy to thee! King of the 
ews!” After that they put his own 
clothes on him and led him to a hill out- 
side of the city to be crucified. 

Explain to the class that death by cru- 
cifixion was very painful, and that the 
Romans crucified only slaves, and the 
very worst kinds of people. So Jesus 
stooped low enough to take the place of 
the wofst sinner in the worid. There 
were two robbers crucified with him, one 
on each side. Luke tells us that one of 
these men confessed his sins, and the Lord 
Jesus pardoned him there on the cross, 
and promised him a home in Heaven. 
Jesus could do this because he was dy- 
ing for that man’s sins. 

While Jesus was on the cross, some- 
thing very strange happened. The sun 
stopped shining right in the middle of 
the day, and the world was dark for 
three hours. During that sad, dark time, 
Jesus cried out in sorrow to his Father 
in Heaven, saying, “Why hast thou for- 
saken me?” The children will not un- 
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derstand this bitter cry. Tell them that 
God is a holy God, and cannot look upon. 
sin. When Jesus took the sinner’s place 
and died for the sin of the world, the 
Father in Heaven turned his face away 
from his beloved Son. Yet God was not 
angry with him, and was willing for him 
to die for the world. But sin is such a 
dreadful thing! Yes, it was sin that 
caused all of the suffering of that sad,’ 
dark day. It is sin that has caused all 
of the sorrow and trouble of the world. 
It was a wonderful love that caused Jesus 
to die for the sin of the world — the love 
of the Father who gave, and the love of 
the Son who came. And during those 
sad, dark hours, their love won a great 
victory for the world. 

* And, because Jesys has died, if sinful 
people will only ask the Father to for- 
give their sins for Jesus’ sake he will 
do it, and will keep them from sinning 
day by day. Jesus was willing to suffer 
all the pain of death on the cross and bear 
all the insults of his enemies, just for the 
joy of setting people free from sin, . 5 
giving them eternal life and joy. oO 
whenever we think of the cross, let us 
thank our heavenly Father and our 
blessed Lord Jesus for their great love. 

Sing “At the Cross.” 


Curinton, S. C. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Billions of debt. 
Discussion: Show how awful in God’s 
sight is sin—even in its mildest form. 
Let the fellows bring Bible references 
on sin. You'll have a warm session. 
Objective: Keeping fresh (quickened) 
by looking at the cross. 














AY, fellows, a world famous para- 

grapher recently published the state- 
ment that if one. dollar had _ been 
deposited when Jesus was born, and com- 
pounded semiannually at interest at four 
percent since that time, the accumulated 
sum would now be sufficient to pay the 
combined indebtedness of all the nations 
of the world. The debts of the nations 
amount to some billions of dollars. Few 
people have any couception of how prodi- 
gious a sum of money a billion is. I’m 
sure I haven't. It really takes some men- 
tal agility to visualize even a million 
dollars. One billion is a thousand times 
a million. Several billions stagger the 
imagination. But it is a thought provok- 
ing idea —one dollar swelling to billions 
—and the clever paragrapher collected 
large pay for writing it so that many 
newspapers could publish it. 

The writer of the Gospel of Mark was 
a wonderful paragrapher. He could cover 
a world of truth in a few short sentences. 
His words were so well chosen that even 
the spaces between them bristle with 
facts. His paragraphs before us today 
are telling of the greatest debt-canceling 
transaction that ever took place — or ever 
will. When Jesus died on the cross he 
paid the world’s debt. He did not have 
to make a+deposit to accumulate with 
interest down through the ages to pay it 
sometime in the future. He paid it in 
full right there. He paid it in ad- 
vance and for all time to come. He 
paid it for eternity. It was not sim- 
ply a money debt, but a far greater, 
a far more tragic debt, because it was 


one that could not be canceled until paid.’ 


If you die owing money, your death can- 
cels all your debts that your estate can- 
not settle. Not so this debt which Jesus 
paid with his life upon the cross. It is 
the debt of sin. Your dying could not 
pay it. Your dying is but the beginning 
of payments running through all eternity. 
Ask the Lord to enlarge the capacity of 
your heart for rejoicing, that you may 
take in this great fact: that he has can- 
celed your eternal debt, the one you could 
never pay, the debt you would always 
owe in anguish and bitter tears. 

Fellows, the cross teaches me two great 
things above all others: how God hates 
sin and how God loves the sinner. If I 
get careless about sin, I have only to 
look at Jesus, God’s only begotten Son, 
upon the cross. That makes mes under- 
stand more clearly than anything else 
how -awful in God’s sight is sin. It 
made the death of Jesus necessary! And 
do you think it was because of murderers 
and robbers and other criminals that 
Jesus had to die? We may soothe our- 
selves with the thought that we are not 
that sort, but, fellows, remember, that 
any sin, however small, is abhorrent to 
God in his holiness and purity and justice. 
All of us have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). Any 
one of us has sinned sufficiently to make 
necessary the death of Jesus.. The soul 
that sins merits eternal death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord (Rom. 6: 23). 

So does the cross teach me how God 


hates sin, and how much he loved (and. 


loves!) sinning men, thus to pay the ter- 
rific price necessary to save them. 
Fellows, don’t let the wonder of the 
cross grow common to you. Ask God 
every morning to keep its surprise fresh 
to you. He will do it if you ask him. 
And this will happen: your heart will 
day by day enlarge its capacity for grati- 
tude. You will love God more every day, 
and you will find yourself listening to him 
through his Word with keener enjoy- 
ment. You will hate sin more and niore, 
and you will develop a love for sinners 
that.will make you more patient and kind. 


Let’s keep our faces turned toward the 
cross and we shall grow more Christlike. 


says, “Follow me,” and that is what- Paul. 
means. when, he exclaims, “That, | may. 
know him, and the power of his resurrec- 
tion” (Phil. 3: 10). ae 

Are you looking at him, .fellows? 
GREENSBORO, N, C, 


ve 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

(1) Leve (2) Suffering (3) Victory 
disclosed in the seven words from the 
cross, 


F YOUR girls are already familiar 

with the chief facts recorded concern- 
ing the crucifixion of our Lord, and if 
time presses too closely for a full sur- 
vey of that “wondrous cross on which the 
Prince of glory died,” then plan to pre- 
sent those seven matchless words he spoke 
while dying there, for in them is rooted 
the very nature and essence of our Chris- 
tian faith, and through them is revealed 
the mind of Jesus in such sharp lines as 
can never be erased from the memory 
if once etched there. 

First, make sure that your girls know 
just what Jesus said during those six 
hours, and the occasion and circumstances 
of each word. Make a numbered list of 
these short sayings, in the order usually 
given by- harmonies of the Gospels: 
1. “Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do”; 2. “Verily, I say unto 
thee, To day shalt thou be with me in 
paradise”; 3. “Woman, behold thy son!” 
“Behold thy mother!” 4. “My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 5. 
“T thirst”; 6. “It is finished”; 7. “Father, 
into thy hands I commend my spirit.” 

(1) Then group them in this way: 
Those expressing love: numbers 1, 2, and 
3; each a different kind of love. “Father, 
forgive them” surely reaches the supreme 
heights of loving one’s neighbor as one- 
self, love so freely forgiving that. it has 
never been surpassed in all the ages, love 
like that which he commanded his fol- 
lowers to have one for another. But it 
has been reached, in his followers, as in 
Stephen, his first. lover to lay down his 
life. for his faith. It can be reached in 
Christ’s strength—it is human love, at 
its altruistic best. But, in number 2, no 
human love could promise what his next 
words assured to that thief, for here 
speaks a Saviour’s redeeming love, with 
power, and the Son of God speaks as did 
the Son of man in his first’ words. In 
number 3, we hear the natural love of 
the human heart, the inborn, instinctive 
love, in its tenderest and truest tones — 
a son providing for his mother’s care, in 
his dying hours. Love like that many 
another son of man. has shown, — it but 
proves the true humanity of the Lord 
Jesus. And so we see love.in its three- 
fold manifestation in these three words: 
natural love, altruistic love, and redeem- 
ing love. 


(2) Now study the next two, express- 
ing suffering. First we hear that bitter 
cry of the mind and heart in darkness, 
the cry of doubt or* question in the hour 
of supreme anguish. To Jesus that dark- 
ness was the loss, for the first time in 
all his life on earth, of the consciousness 
of his Father’s presence—a loss none 
need ever know’ who put their trust in 
him, since he has borne this final penalty 
of sin for them. This was his true “Cal- 
vary,” being made sin upon which God 
could not look, for us, when he knew no 
sin. And when his work for us was done, 
then he felt the keen edge of physical suf- 
fering, and cried in mortal anguish, “I 
thirst.” 

(3) Last, think of those two conclud- 
ing words of victory. Hear the triumph 
in his loud voice, “It is finished,” —all 
the loving and the suffering and the serv- 
ing and the dying, — the triumph of God’s 
will and work completed! Glorious vic- 
tory! But the very last we hear is that 
simple word of sweetest faith, after the 
darkness and suffering, as it found voice 
in the words he may have learned in 





That is what he wants us to do, as he, |, 





JUNE 2, 1928 


the victory of faith-that had overcome the 
world. . , 

Love.i:and ‘suffering..must they know 
who ‘would: follow’ Christ, but victory is 
as certain, the victorysof God’s. will. ac- 
complished in their lives, and-the victory 


of faith triumphing-over life.and death, 


se Home Study 

Memorize these seyen words from the 
cross of Jesus, in the groups suggested. 
Decatur, Ga. 


ve 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of June 10) 


1. There were six distinct trials: three 
were esslesiastical, (1) before Annas, (2) 
before Caiaphas, (3) before the Sanhedrin; 
three were civil, (1) before Pilate, (2) be- 
fore Herod, (3) before Pilate the second 
time. 

2. The one’ charge there was blasphemy, 
—that: he made himself equal with God. 
This they “proved” by the mouth of bribed 
and false witnesses. 

3. Because the first meeting of the council 
was before daylight, and it was unlawful to 
try one for a capital crime until after -sun- 
rise. 


4. False witnesses’ and the speedy and 


conclusion. 


astics. 


- 6. Finding the civil authorities uncon- 
cerned with this religious question, his pros- 
ecutors (and persecutors) quickly changed 
their charge to that of rebellion and treason 
against Rome, stating that he claimed to 
be a king. 

7. That he was King. 


8. He came to bear witness to the truth 
and could not be silent when truth was at 
stake, even though his life was involved. 

9. He had not one word to say to Herod, 
— “that fox,” whose utter hypocrisy he had 
once before scorned. ; 

10. Certainly not over six hours in all, 
if the arrest in the garden occurred as early 
as 3 A. M. They were done with at 9 A. M. 
The first two took place before daylight, the 
meeting of the Sanhedrin coming immedi- 
ately after 6 A. M., the earliest hour -that 
was lawful for a verdict.- 


t1. Pilate’s superscription of the verdict 
was, “This is Jesus: of. Nazareth, the. King 
of the Jews.” He was crucified for rebel- 
lion against Cesar, the very thing his own 
people rejected him for failing to do! | 

12. Pilate was in the place of judge, 
Christ in the place of a prisoner. Pilate 
was free, Christ bound. Pilate was mentally 
disturbed, Christ calm. Pilate was a coward, 
Christ had courage, and so on. 

13. Personal. 


14. We are sinners and Christ died ‘that 
we might be free~and have life. 





[ Children at Home 








_ Billy Boy’s Adventures 
By Maud W. Niedermeyer 


An unusual series of children’s stories 
begins with “Cinderella's Coach ok 
big rat takes Billy Boy on excursions along 
the seashore and under the sea and teaches 
him many wonderful things. The stories 
will, appear at intervals in the Times. 


I 
CINDERELLA’s COACHMAN 
ILLY BOY lived in a funny little 


house in the stern of a barge called 
the Carrie M. There weren’t any other 





father and mother and sometimes a work- 
man or two to help unload the sand. 

Often Billy Boy would get lonely, and 
then he would cur! up on a coil of rope 
and wish for a playmate. But no play- 
mate ever came. 

“Maybe, if I am very, very kind to 
every one, and don’t tease for three help- 
ings of oyster stew, I might find a mer- 
maid to play with,” thought the little 
fellow one night, as he climbed: into the 
bunk that was his bed. 

Now there were just two rooms in this 
queer house on the barge, the one where 
his. mother cooked their meals and where 
they ate them, and the other room was 





prayer. as alittle child. (Psa. 31:5) — 


the bedroom. 





vicious manner in which it was rushed to a ° 


5. The leaders of the church, the ecclesi-_ 


little boys or. girls on board, just his 
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/ Lesson for June 17 
Mark 15 : 16-47 











Billy Boy must have lain 4 a long 
time thinking up kind deeds that he could 
do, for pretty soon he heard his mother 
come in. He watched her shake out her 
long hair. Why, shé looked just like a 
princess in a fairy tale! He wanted. to 
jump out of bed and hug and kiss her. 
But a dreadful thing happened just then. 
It made Billy Boy stiffen, and something 
hot seemed to sting his eyes. 

His mother went to the door and called 
out, “Bob, don’t forget to set the rat 
trap.” 

A rat trap! Billy Boy caught his 
breath. A horrid rat trap! He had seen 
one once and had watched his father 
drown some mice that had been caught in 
it, and it had made him feel sick. Now 
‘they were going to do it again. What 
ought he to do? Of course, it was just 
possible that a rat wouldn’t walk into 
the trap... But if it did! 

He lay very quietly as his father and 
mother undressed and went to bed. He 
could hear boisterous little waves splash- 
ing against the barge with queer, spitting 
sounds like little slaps. A breeze blew in 
at the square window and brought with 
it a salty, marshy smell that made you 
think of oyster stew and steamed clams. 
And that in turn made your mouth water. 

As the barge slowly swung with the 
tide a moonbeam darted across the foot 
of the bunk, and in the streak of golden 
light the curtain waved and curtsied in 
a shadow dance. Billy Boy knew just 
what was going to happen in a minute. 
The Sandman would come _ tripping 
through the window, slide down the 
moonbeam with his bag of sand on his 
back, and — 

Squeak! Squeak! 

Billy Boy sat up straight in bed, wide 
awake in an instant. He heard a faint 
snap. Then another squeak. It had hap- 
pened! That awful trap! 

He looked over at the wide bunk. In 
the shadow he could see the forms of his 
father and mother humped up under the 
bedclothes. 

Squeak! Squeak! 

Billy Boy grew excited. What ought he 
to do? He wanted to be kind, kind to the 
little mouse caught in the trap. Cautiously 
he slipped one foot out of bed; then the 
other. He stood up. The door seemed 
miles away. Could he make it without 
waking his parents? He tiptoed across 
the room with his arms outstretched as 
though he were balancing himself on a 
tight rope. He was nearly there now. 
One more step. Oh, good, he had made 
it! Suddenly he was outside on the deck 
of the barge. The moonlight flooded-the 
place. It looked like fairyland. 

Squeak! Squeak! 

Billy Boy darted across the deck, look- 


_ ing to the right and left. He almost fell 


over the trap. ’ 

“Hello, Billy Boy!’ squeaked the rat. 

Billy drew back. “Well, of. all things!” 
he exclaimed in surprise. “I never knew 
that a rat could talk!” 

The rat jerked his -head from side 

to side, and his beady eyes snapped. “Of 
course, all animals can talk,” he said. 
“But all human beings cannot understand 
them. Only those whose hearts are full 
of kindness toward them know what they 
say. 
_“Oh!” said Billy Boy, still greatly mys- 
tified. “I was trying to think up kind 
deeds that I could do. I can let you out.” 
He pushed back the spring. The door 
flew open, and the rat flew out. Then 
they both laughed with relief. 

“Nothing like being free,” said the rat, 
frisking about. “Billy Boy, can I trust 
you?” : : 

“Why, of course,” replied Billy Boy, 
heartily, “I’m your friend.” 

Now listen. I’m not an ordi- 
nary rat. In fact, I’m quite extraordinary, 
for I’m the rat that was turned into a 
coachman for Cinderella’s coach !” 

“Really? Oh, how wonderful!” cried 
Billy Boy. “Then you understand magic.” 

“T certainly do. If you will meet me 
at the coil of rope tomorrow afternoon, 
I'll take you on a sea adventure.” 

“A sea adventure! Truly?” 

The rat looked up in surprise. “The 
word of a gentleman, even if he is a bit 
ratty, is never to be doubted,” he said, 
proudly. “The sea is full of mighty 
things, and we will visit the coral gar- 








dens, and call on the sticklebacks, and ex- 
plore —” 

~ “Oh, my! My! Gracious me! It 
does sound exciting!” cried Billy Boy. . 

“Off to bed and get a good sleep! 
ordered the rat. “Tomorrow will be a 
busy day.” : 

Billy Boy scampered back to his bunk. 
He wanted to laugh and shout, but he had 
to clap his hand over his mouth to keep 
back the sounds. He must not waken 
his mother and. father. : He crawled under 
the bedclothes and pulled them up around 
his ears. 

“Tomorrow at the coil of rope!” he 
murmured, while little thrilly feelings 
kept running up and down his spine. 

And then the Sandman slid down on a 
moonbeam, and pop shut! went one of 
Billy Boy’s eyes. . 

“I’ve found a playmate,” he whispered 
to the moonbeam. “I think I’ll — call — 
him — Squeakums!” And pop shut! went 
the other eye, and Billy Boy was fast 
asleep. 

PertH Amboy, N. J. 
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Christ directly as the result of the social 
activities of his work. : 
b 4 


Many earnest Christians, however, sin- 
cerely feel that there is a place for recre- 
ation in the work of the church, not as 
a means to win young people but to pro- 
vide wholesome recreational environment 
for those who belong to Christ. In these 
days the Evil One offers countless luring 
and diverting amusements that cannot be 
indulged in by Christians without real 
harm and loss. Some churches have felt 
compelled to sée that their. young people 
are guided into clean, healthful, and 
worth while recreations. Just how far to 
go in this is indeed a delicate problem, 
most difficult to solve. Certainly the 
Lord Jesus has given us a safe Key verse, 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his_ righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6: 33). 


It is well for a church to have it un- 
derstood in the beginning that all recrea- 
— 
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A Jewish Rabbi 
Found the’ Messiah 


and is now preaching the 
Gospel, not only among the 
2,000,000 Jews of Greater 
New York, but,through the 
printed page, is reaehing 
thousands of Jews in Rus- 
sia, Poland, Palestine. He 
issues a monthly paper en- 
titled ‘‘ The Chosen Peo- 
ple.’’ This paper tells 
about the persecutions, 
hard work and glorious 
victories experienced in the thrilling world-wide 
work of the American d of Missions to the 
Jews, Inc. It is considered by many Bible students 
the most helpful paper on Prophecy and the 
Jews published in America. Read it. 


OUR OFFER: Send us $1.00 and we will 
mail you ‘* The Chosen People’’ for one year, one 
copy of the life-story of Ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn, 
and six assorted leafiets on the Jewish Question. 
And remember, your money back if you are not 
satisfied. Address 


“THE CHOSEN PEOPLE” 
27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 











The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





June 24. Missionary Possibilities in Recrea- 
tion at Home and Abroad. 1 Cor. 9 : 23-27. 
(Missionary meeting.) 

July 1. America First —in What? Prov. 14: 
34; Psa. 33 :a2. (Consecration meeting.) 
July 8 What Can We Do to Help Improve 

Our Community? Neh. 2: 12-20. 

July 15. Getting a Thrill Out of Christian 

Living. Phil. 3 : 1-16. 


Sunday, June 17 


The Church’s Responsibility for 
Recreation (1 Cor. 9 : 22-29) 








Mon.—Golden Rule in recreation (Matt. 


7 312). 
Tues.—Feasts of old (John 12: 1-9). 
Wed.—Training through recreation (Prov. 
22 : 6). 
Thurs.—Undirected play (Luke 7 : 31, 32). 
Fri—Health in exercise (1 Tim. 4: 8). 
Sat.—Children the church’s charge (John 
21 : 15-17). 











. Why has the church responsibility for rec- 
reation ? 

What program of recreation might we 
have? 


T HAS been said that the Emperor 

Valentinian was so habitually devoted 
to the sports of the amphitheater that at 
length his Prime Minister remonstrated 
with him, saying: “You are neglecting 
the affairs of state? The Empire suffers 
for your joy.” Thereupon Valentinian 
registered a solemn vow that he would 
never ~again cross the threshold of the 
arena. This was a heroic measure, but 
history affirms that he kept his vow. 


ye 

Today we need to remember that the 
church’s primary mission. is to proclaim 
the Good News that Christ died for the 
sins of the world and that there is no 
other name under heaven whereby we 
must be saved. Anything, no matter how 
good it may be, that hinders the church 
of Christ in the performance of this mis- 
sion should have no place in her pro- 
gram. We often hear it said that recrea- 
tional methods are as legitimate a means 
to bring people to Christ as the preaching 
of the Gospel. But this is a false idea, 
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God.” Men are saved 
not by the good times they may have or 
the good fellows they may met, but 
tlrough the shed blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The preaching of the Word or 
the giving out of the Word is the only 
way to bring men to Christ. Recreational 
and social contacts have their place, but 
not as a substitute for the Gospel. The 
pastor of a large Philadelphia church said 
a few years ago that in practically all of 
his ministry he had been connected with 
churches where “social halls” were part 
of the work, but he could only recall two 
or three young people that came to know 
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CHRISTIAN YOUTH. 
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And with this hearty comment comes an order for 60 
ten week subscriptions;— 40 copies for a school in Cleveland, 
Ohio; 10 copies for a friend at Berea. College, Kentucky, 1 
and 10 copies for Latouche, Alaska. 


The friend sending this order writes—“ There is no 
church in Latouche, but Mrs.—— has a Sunday-school 


Thus has one member of the Times family introduced 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH in widely separated parts of the 


Won’t you join the many other Times readers who aré 


introducing CHRISTIAN YOUTH to their friends? 


The coupon attached is for your convenience in sending 
in your order for trial subscriptions for that Sunday-school 
class, young people’s group, or for some young folks in the 


The subscription rates are 75 cents a year; | 
or 52 cents, each subscription, in a package 
of five or more to one address. 


Special Get Acquainted- Subscription Ten 
Weeks for Ten Cents. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 21-28 
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Address, ... 
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tions are absolutely subordinate to the 
spiritual life of the church. We need not 
be misled by thinking that we have to 
compete with the world. We cannot do 
so and it will save many anxious mo- 
ments if we do not try it. No dancing, 
smoking, or any questionable practices 
should be tolerated under any condition. 
It will take a strong and firm stand and 
unflinching loyalty to Christ and the 
Word to handle the situations that will 
inevitably arise in connection with the 
church’s recreational program. But some 
have found that it can be done through 
much prayer and consecration, and that, 
when rightly conducted, it proves to be 
of great value to the young people. 
Se 


Where the church possesses a recrea- 
tion hall many forms of wholesome sports 
can be used, such as basket ball, volley 
ball, bowling, and the like. Whole eve- 
nings of active, wholesome games in 
which all ages can participate will be 
found of real merit in getting folks ac- 
quainted and providing clean fun. One 
church holds periodically two such eve- 
nings, one a “father and son” night and 
the other a “mother and daughter” night. 

Churches that do not have recreation 
halls may use socials or small. group 
meetings at different homes. Christian 
Endeavorers here have an unusual oppor- 
tunity, for there are hundreds of excel- 
lent games for every sort of occasion, 
both quiet and active, nonsensical, or re- 
quiring keenness and quick thinking. 
Among the better books for such pur- 
poses are “Phunology,” by E. O. Harbin 
(Smith and Lamar, 810 Broadway, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., $2) ;. “The Handy Book of 
Recreation” (Church Recreation Service, 
510 Wellington Avenue, Chicago, $2.50) . 
‘Recreational Games and Methods,” by 
Fg (Dodd, Meade and Co., New York, 

2). 
One Christian Endeavor Society found 
that most of its members were interested 
in tennis, They found that a near-by lot 
might be used, and organized a tennis 
club which gave many hours of healthful 
exercise to its members. 

Sunday-school picnics have been felt by 
some to be more or less out of date and 
old-fashioned. Yet they hold many op- 
portunities for the right sort of recreation 
and wholesome enjoyment. More than 
one may be used during the summer, and, 
if a carefully planned program of sports 
and games is worked out, there will be 
no difficulty in getting folks to come. 

But let us not forget that it is always far 
easier to run to excess along the lines of 
recreation than along the lines of spiritual 
development. We shall need to keep very 
close to God if our sense of values is not 
to be warped. Let us go to him then with 
every detail and ask him to show us how 
to handle each problem in a way that will 
honor him and give him first place. 


Are our church amusements re-creative, 
or ate they merely amusements ? ‘ 


Are we, as a young people’s society, will- 
ing to let God completely control and direct 
our recreations? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


School for Christian Workers 


Demand for young women trained in Christian 
work is growing. Our two and three year courses 

epare Religious Education Directors, Deaconesses, 
astors’ Assistants, Sunday School and Social Service 
Workers, Missionaries. Degrees and certificates 

inted. Special shorter courses. High School edu- 
ation required. Scholarships. Catalog. 


Box S, 1122 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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( For Family Worship 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt:D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Unitorm Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the international 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Efficacy of the Atonement 


LETTER from a Gideon to the 
writer encloses a message. sent to 
him by H. Judd Gray: - 


Your kind letter reached me this morning, 
and due to my stay, before going to the 
death cell Monday, I hasten to say a few 
words of appreciation of your prayers and 
brotherly spirit. Indeed, I have accepted 
Jesus Christ as my Saviour, praise be. unto 
God, and if I had not, I would never have 
been able to sit here writing to you, friend, 
in the peace and comfort of soul and heart 
that God alone can giye to such a horrible, 
low, despicable sinner, ‘steeped in_crime as. 

was. Yes, I have Been washed by the 
blood of Jesus, He that died upon Calvary’s 
cross that we might be saved and forgiven. 
. . « Ll would rather go to Heaven by the 
chair than to hell by the life I was living. 
. . « I have been born again, and how I 
t'ank God that, with His help, I am dead 
to sin. Oh, there is so much work to do 
for our Lord and so little time to do it— 
that is what pains me. I can yet try, that 
is all, for my field here is stony. But if I 
can help one man, it will make me happy. 


x June 11 to 17 
Mon.—Mark 15 : 22-32. Jesus on the Cross. 


The first three “words. of the cross” 
are included in the period covered in this 
passage,-and illustrate-the divine love in 
the atonement — prayer for his execu- 
tioners, answered -in-Acts 2: 36-41; 5:14; 
6:7, the acceptance of the thief’s repent- 
ance, and the provision of a home for 
his mother. : 


“PRAYER SuccEstTi0ons: Heavenly Father, 
save us from the- spirit of vindictiveness, 
from that savage justice that wounds both 
the brother whom we judge and our own 
souls. Give us a great love and a great 
patience; like thine. - 


Tues.—Mark 15: 33-41. The Great Sacrifice. 


The fourth “word” (v. 34), breaking 
the midday darkness, marks the approach 
of the sin-bearing period — Christ’s heart- 
breaking, three-hour separation from the 
Father (Isa. 53:6). The last three 
“words” indicate the success of the divine 
program for man’s eternal salvation, ac- 
complished by the human Saviour (John 
19:28), God incarnate, achieving once- 
for-all atonement (John 19:30), laying 
down his life for us voluntarily (Luke 
23: 46). ‘ 

Prayer Succestions: Our Lord, de- 
velop in us the knowledge of God’s great 
gift for sinners. Save us from-sin. Save us 
for that service to our fellows that grows 
out of a saved life. 


Wed.—Luke 23 : 32-43, The Two Malefactors. 


“T remember when Mother used to read 
Isaiah 53:12 (fourth clause) and we 
thought it hard to understand. Here I 
am helping to fulfill it! ‘Lord, rerem- 
ber me when thou comest into thy king- 
dom,’ —and the theologian-thief, inter- 
preting the thorn-crown and Pilate’s 
trilingual inscription, goes into Paradise to 
explain to his mother the mystery of 
the suffering Messiaht*~ “One thief was 
saved so that no- sinner might despair,” 
said Bishop Ryle, “but only one, that no 
sinner might presume.” 

PRAYER SuccEstions: We pray, O God, 
to be used, but we ask so often to be used 
in our way. Save us from all such conceit 
and folly. Let us say, “Have thine own 
way, Lord,” remembering that it is only 
when in thy hands, fully surrendered, that 
we can be used. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


_Thurs.—John 19 223-31. It is Finished. 


A skeptic asked a humble. Christian to 
define the Gospel in which she gloried so 
much. Her reply was: “God is satisfied 
with the-finished work of Christ, and I 
am satisfied with that which satisfied 
him.” What are you satisfied with? 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Heavenly Father, 
manifest thy life to me that I may bear 
the perplexities of life more calmly, the 


burden of life more bravely, the sorrows 
of life more courageously, the joy of life 
more gratefully. Let the life of Christ. 
surge through me, to his glory. 


| Fri—Mark 15: 42-49, Burial of Jesus. 


Jesus was called out by the’might of his 
love. -His death is the power that con- 
strains men. This.act of love on the part 
of both these men is a testimony for 
Jesus, and for the. future effect of his 
death. Hence it also appears why oné 
evangelist mentions the weight of the 
spices, as a proof of the greatness - of 
their love.”"—Luthardt, quoted by Alford. 


Prayer SuccesTions: Save us, O God, 
from easy lives in which there is not defi- 
nite concern for purity and truth and 
abounding charity... Keep us conscious 
of the victory we may have in Christ. 
May his joy be our strength. 


Sat.—Romans 5: 1-11. Justified by His Blood. 


Paul is calling his reader, says Bishop 
Moule on this passage, “from the tempest 
into what is not only a refuge but a 
home.” He takes:us “through a noble 
vestibule into the. sanctuary of the life of 
the accepted, the: life of union, of sur- 
render, of the Holy Ghost” — peace, ac~-’ 
cess, hope, joy, and love. 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: Divine Spirit, 
I yield my life .to.thee. Control my next 
thought, direct my next step, steady my 
acts, restrain my conversation. Let me 
desire to please thee most of all, and shun 
the life that tends merely to popularity. 
May my life be real, and beautiful by 
the reality of thy presence. 


Sun.—Isaiah 53-: 7-12. An-Offering for Sin. 


Dr. Frederick W. Farr says he believes 

that in the hours on the cross our Lord 
suffered the equivalent of .the eternal 
penalty that would have been borne by all 
men from Adam to the last man in time, 
if He had not made atonement; because 
He was infinite, while man is but’ finite; 
one hundred dollfars’in* gold is small in 
bulk but it is as~much--as one hundred 
dollars in copper: We entertain too in- 
adequate a conception of what atonement 
cost Deity. a i , 
_. Prayer Succestions: Pray that those 
preparing to teach and preach may know 
the redeeming work of Christ and may 
have strong convictions of the_need of 
redemption through Christ. 


The Prayer Suggestions this week are 
taken from an old issue of Daily Bible of 
seven years ago, and were prepared by the 
Rev. Kenneth MacKenzie. 








Sample 
Class Book 


Free 


If you are a Sunday 
School Teacher, Superin- 
tendent or Pastor, send 
name, address and official 
connection, before July 1, 
and receive, without charge, 
a copy of new class book 
that is delightfully sim- 
ple, compact. and con- 
venient. 


Bethel Publishing Co. 
Elkhart, Indiana 






































Summer Camps 


Camps for Boys and Girls (separate)—Two weeks 

riods at very moderate price. ‘Train for Christian 
fadersbip. pportunities for earning entire cost, 
Special periods for crippled children, 


Write For Booxiet 


CLEARVIEW FARMS CAMP 
Box 300 STROUDSBURG, PA. 


























“The love of- Joseph, and~Nicodemus. to_ 

























@ continual missionary « force, 
directing men to God and to 
the church. It builds attendance, increases col- 
lections, and stimulates interest in every church 

More than 20,000 Winters’ Del.uxe Bulle- 
tins are in daily seryice ; and letters come to our 
office every. day from ministers and church work- 
ers, telling of the many benefits received from 
Bulletin Advertising. 

The DeLuxe Bulletin illustrated above 
sells for only $59, complete with 780 
changeable letters, and ready wired for 
electricity. Size, 72 inches x 44 inches. 

Or you can save by building your 

_ own cabinet. We sell sign section and 





‘H. E. WINTERS SPECIALTY CO. 


2006 Pershing Avenue, Davenport, lowa 


MOTION W 
PICTURES % 
inyour CHURCH 


FREE pamohiet telling ait about mo- 
tion pictures in the church. De- 
, tails experiences: and opinions of well 
~ known church officials. Includes com- 
plete description. of. the new Acme 
Motion Projector. 
Send today for pamphiet K 6. 
INTERNATIONAL PROJECTOR 
_ CORPORATION 
Acme Division 


90 Gold Street, New 
York City. 




























CERIRCES and Sunday School 
Techs Bae or 


1160 South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois 








The Sanday School Fines 


President and Publisher 
Puitie E. Howard’: 


Editor ard Vice-President 
CuarLes GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 


$2.00-——One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to’ 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus so cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





Rites PoP oapeeatierar oe 
“ aie, OY 3s 






75a" 


GATIONA 
on sf 
wags 


a 


cruens 
4 
Ou 


{as 








ESSENSE TR Oy PERE, Fok 


ms 


Nols ia pce ea ee an 


’ 


sate 
aS 


